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For the Christian Journal. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
Forty-second Annual Convention of 
the Diocese of New-Jersey, held in 
St. Peter’s church, city of Perth- 
Amboy, on the 25th and 26th days 
of May, 1825. 


Tue convention was composed of the 
Right Rev. Bishop Croes; ten presby- 
ters; one deacon; and thirty lay-dele- 
gates, representing eighteen parishes ; 
and was opened with morning prayer, 
read by the Rev. Simon Wilmer, rector 
of Trinity church, Swedesborough ; and 
a sermon, preached by the Rev. Henry 
P. Powers, rector of Trinity church, 
Newark. 

The Rev. John Croes, jun. was elect- 
ed secretary. 

Elias B. D. Ogden, Esq. a deputy 
from the newly constituted church, de- 
nominated St. Paul’s, at Paterson, made 
application in behalf of that church, to 
be admitted into union with this con- 
vention; and having satisfied the con- 
vention that they had complied with 


the required formalities stated in the 


constitution, the church was admitted 
accordingly. 

The Rev. Dr. Rudd called up the 
proposition made by him at the last 
convention, to alter the third article of 
the constitution, by inserting after the 
words “in this diocese,” and every 
presbyter who has been duly appointed 
a missionary to the vacant parishes 
of the same; which, on motion, was 
adopted. 


The Right Rev. Bishop Croes deli- 
vered the address, provided for in the 
canons of the church :— 


My Brethren of the Clergy, 

and of the Laity, 

The period has again returned, when it 
becomes my canonical duty to address you 
generally on the state of the diocese ; and 
particularly to lay before you an account 
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of the churches wh;ch I have visited, and 
the other acts of an Episcopal character 
which I have performed, since last we as- 
sembled in convention. 

At the close of the meeting of that body 
in August last, I proceeded, accompanied 
by the Rev. Mr. Dunn, to visit the churches 
in Sussex county; and on the following 
Sune> August 22d,) I preached and 
ar ~: confirmation in St. James’s 

‘o"tton. It is due to the con- 
hat church to observe, that 
we. case ave visited them, the assem- 
t 1. ween large and attentive, notwith- 
stan .ng a great proportion of them live at 
considerable distances from their church. 
In addition to the improvement I observed 
in spiritual things, and in the order of the 
service, | was pleased at the zeal and ex- 
ertion which they had just manifested, in 
putting a new roof on their church, and 
otherwise repairing and improving it. 

From Knowlton I proceeded to visit 
Christ church, Newton; and on Wednes- 
day, the 25th of August, I preached and 
administered confirmation in that church, 
The congregation, so recently re-organized 
and accommodated with so convenient and 
neat an edifice, continues to improve in 
numbers and attachment to our primitive 
mode of worship. 

On the succeeding day I left Newton, 
and proceeded to New-Rochelle, in the 
diocese of New-York, to which I had been 
invited by the rector, wardens, and vestry- 
men of Trinity church in that village, to 
consecrate, in the absence of their dioce- 
sun, the Right Rev. Dr. Hobart, a new and 
handsome edifice under that name. This 
I performed on Saturday, the 28th August, 
and preached on the occasion. On the 
next day, I also preached at that church, 
and at St. Thomas’s church, at Mamaro- 
neck. 

On Sunday, the 19th of September fol- 
lowing, I visited St. Thomas’s church at 
Alexandria, in Hunterdon county, and of- 
ficiated; and on the succeeding day I vi- 
sited the Episcopalians of St. Andrew’s 
church, Amwell, and preached at the house 
of Mr. Robert Sharp. 

On the 16th rae De after Trinity, (Oc- 
tober 3d,) I visited Trinity church at New- 
ark, and performed divine service and 
preached, both morning and afternoon; 
the Rev. Mr. Powers, its rector, being con- 
fined with sickness. I also made an ap- 
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pointment to visit the congregation of 
Christ chapel at Belleville, and to offici- 
ate there on Thursday, the 7th of the 
same month; but was prevented from ful- 
filling it by indisposition. 

On the 17th Sunday after Trinity, in 
consequence of an application to admit, 
in the absence of the Right Kev. Dr. Ho- 
bart, Henry I. Whitehouse, a candidate 
for orders jin the diocese of New-York, to 
the holy order of deacons, I held a special 
ordination in Grace c'sirch, city of New- 
York, when Mr. Whitehouse was admitted 
to that office. 

On the next day, (Monday,October 11th,) 
under a similar application, I held a spe- 
cial ordination in St. Luke’s church in the 
same city, and admitted the Rev. Cornelius 
R. Duffie, deacon, rector of St. Thomus’s 
church, New-York, to the holy order of 
priests: the Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, 
the Rev J M. Wainwright, D D., and the 
Rev. John F. Schreder, being present and 
assisting. 

On Wednesday, November 10, 1824, in 
consequence of an application to admit, 
in the absence of the Right Rev. John H. 
Hobart, DP. D. bishop of the diocese of 
New-York, to the holy order of deacons, 
Joseph Peirson, a candidate for orders in 
that diocese, I visited the congregation 
of St. Peter’s church, Perth-Amboy, and 
held a special ordination in that church, 
when Mr. Peirson was admitted to that 
order. 

On Wednesday, the 15th of December, 
E held an ordination in Christ church, 
New-Brunswick, when the Rev. William 
L. Johnson, deacon, rector-elect of St. Mi- 
chael’s church, city of Trenton, was ad- 
mitted to the holy order of priests. Morn- 
ing prayer was read by the Rev. John 
Croes, jun. who also presented the candi- 
date, and a sermon preached by the Rev. 
Dr. Rudd. ; 

On Wednesday, the 5th of January, 1825, 
in consequence of notice that the Rev. John 
M. Ward had been elected rector of St 
Peter’s church, Spotswood, and of an ap- 
plication from the vestry for his institu- 
tion, I visited that church, and instituted 
him into the rectorship of it, and also 
preached a sermon. Morning prayer was 
conducted by the Rev. William L. Johnson. 

An application having been made to me 
by William W. Bostwick, a c2ndidate fer 
orders in the diocese of New York, to be 
udraitted, in the absence of the Kight 
Rev. Dr. Hobart from that diocese, into 
the holy order of deacons ; in compliance 
with his request, I held a special ordina- 
tion in Christ church, New-Brunswick, on 
Friday, the 15th of April, 1825, and admit- 
ted him into that order. 

On Tuesday, the 3d of May, I com- 
menced my annual visit to the churches 
in the southern section of the diocese, and 
on Wednesday visited St. Michael’s church, 
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Trenton; and, at the instance of the ves- 
try, instituted the Rev. William L. John- 
son into the rectorship of that church, to 
which he had been regulariy chosen; and 
preached on the occasion. The Rev. Charles 
Smith performed morning prayer. 

In the afternoon, I also administered 
confirmation at that church, and heard 
the children examined in the catechism. 

On Thursday, the 5th, F proceeded to 
St. Peter’s church, Berkeley, accompanied 
by the Rev. Messrs. Smith, S. Wilmer, and 
Hall; and in the afternoon of that day 
preached to a pretty numerous and atten- 
tive congregation, administered confirma- 
tion, and heard the catechumens examined 
by the Rev. Mr. Hall, the rector of that 
church. The chureh at Berkeley is evi- 
dently improving. 

On Friday, the 6th, I visited Trinity 
church at Swedesborough, and at the re- 
quest of the vestry, instituted the Rev. 
Simon Wilmer into the rectorship of that 
church; Mr. Wilmer having produced the 
certificate of his election to that office, as 
required by the canons. The Rev Mr 
Smith performed morning praver, and the 
Kev. Mr. Hall preached the sermon on the 
occasion. 

From Swedesborough I proceeded to 
visit the churches of Salem and Penn’s 
Neck; and on Sunday, the 8th of May, I 
preached to a numerous and very respect- 
able and attentive audience at St. George’s 
church in the latter place; and in the af- 
ternoon, preached to a crowded, but very 
orderly and serious congregation, at St. 
John’s church in the former place, admi- 
nistered confirmation to a number, and 
heard the catechumens belonging to the 
congregation examined by the Rev. Mr. 
Smith, who accompanied me in these vi- 
sits, and performed divine service. 

On Monday, the 9th, I again visit- 
ed Swedesborough, preached in Trinity 
church, administered confirmation, and 
heard its rector examine the catechumens. 

On the following day I visited St. Ste- 
phen’s church, Mullica-Hill, and offici- 
ated; and in the afternoon proceeded to 
St. Thomas’s church, Glassborough, where 
f also officiated; in both cases, to good 
congregations. 

On Wednesday, the 1ith, I repaired to 
Woodbury, and officiated to the Episco- 
palians in that town and its vicinity in the 
evening. 

The next day, (the festival of the Ascen- 
sion,) I visited St. John’s church, Chew’s 
Landing, where I also officiated to a pretty 
full and attentive audience, and adminis- 
tered the office of baptism. This church, 
for many years almost extinct, appears to 
be reviving, and the congregation seem 
anxious that the word and ordinances 
should be administered among them 

In the afternoon of the same day I visit- 
ed St. Mary’s church, Colestown, preached 
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to a large and orderly congregation, ad- 
Ministered confirmation to a.number, and 
heard the catechumens examined by the 
Rev. Mr. Hall, its minister. The Rev. Mr. 
Morehouse also assisted in the divine ser- 
vice. 

This congregation have made some con- 
venient alterations and improvements in 
the interior of their church. 

Neither in this church, nor in the church 
of Salem, had confirmation ever been ad- 
ministered previously to this visit 

From Colestown 1 preceeded, in .com- 
pany with Mr. Morehouse, to Mount-Holly, 
and on Friday evening, the 13th instant, 4 
officiated in St. Andrew’s church in that 
place. 

@n the following Sunday I preached 
twice in the sume church, and also heard 
its rector, the Rev. Mr. Morehouse, ex- 
amine the children and young persons in 
the catechism. 

This congregation appear to be increas- 
ing, and have lately purchased a handsome 
organ for their church, by which their sa- 
cred music is already improved. 

On Thursday, the 19th instant, I attend- 
ed in the city of Philadelphia, as a mem- 
ber, the stated annual meeting of the-board 
of directors of the Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Church in the 
United States. From the report of the 
executive committee of that body, it ap- 
pears that several missionaries are suc- 
cessfully employed in the remote parts of 
our country, as well among some of the 
Indian tribes as among the white inhabit- 
ants of our communion who have emi- 
grated thither. 

Before I conclude the account of my 
visitations, I cannot but take notice of the 
handsome improvements which I perceived 
were made in this church on my arrival 
here yesterday. The exterior of the build- 
ing has been so.completely repaired, that 
it exhibits, in fact, an entire new and hand- 
some edifice. Great credit is certainly due 
to the members of this church, so com- 
paratively few in number, for their zeal 
and liberality in effecting these improve- 
ments. 

The number of persons confirmed since 
the convention in August last, has been 67. 

I have ordained within that period five 
persons—two to the order of priests, and 
three to the order of deacons; one of 
which only for this diocese, the others for 
the diocese of New-York. 

The institutions, in the same time, have 
been three. 

The Rev. John Croes, jun. resigned the 
rectorship of Christ church, Shrewsbury, 
and Christ church, Middletown, early in 
September last; and since that time, has 
been performing missionary duties to the 
vacant churches in the diocese. He has 
lately, however, accepted an invitation 
from the Episcopalians at Paterson, one 
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of his missionary stations, to become their 
minister, and has «ccordingly taken up his 
residence among them. 

The Rev. Eli Wheeler, lately of the dio- 
‘cese of New-York, has removed to this 
diocese, and taken charge, as rector-elect, 
of Christ church, Shrewsbury, and Christ 
church, Middletown. 

The Rev. Robert B. Croes, a deacon of 
this diocese, has, by a letter dimissory to 
the Right Rev. Richard Channing Moore, 
bishop of the diocese of Virginia, been 
transferred to that diocese. 

The Rev. R. D Hall lias, in addition to 
his ether cures, taken charge of S John’s 
church, Chew’s Landing. 

The Rev. Charles Smith has resigned 
his charge of the churches at Salem and 
Penn's Neck, and is now engaged as a 
missionary to the vacant churches in the 
diocese. 

The Rev. John Grigg has resigned his 
charge of Christ chapel, Belleville. 

The Rev, Matthew Matthews, late a 
deacon in the diocese of Pennsylvania, has, 
by a letter dimissory from the Right Rev. 
Dr. White, been transferred to this dio- 
cese, and is now officiating, by direction, 
in Christ chapel, Belleville. 

I am happy to state to you, in conclu- 
sion,that the church in this diocese,through 
the blessing of its Divine Head, bas not 
been suffered to decline, either in its spi- 
ritual or temporal circumstances, since 
last we assembled to be made acquainted 
with its welfare and progress, and to con- 
sult for its best interests. 

On the contrary, it has continued to ad- 
vance with the same—slow indeed—but 
uniform and steady progress, which has 
marked its steps for several of the pre- 
ceding years. Two more of the vacant 
churches are now supplied with the stated 
services of clergymen, than was mentioned 
in my address at the last convention. 

The several funds created for its benefit 
are stiK increasing, and continue to pro- 
mise the most happy effects. 

Under the impression of these distin- 
guished favours, can we do legs than offer 
our most grateful acknowledgments to 
their divine source, Gow, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, and give renewed evi- 
dences of our endeavours to please and 
serve him, and thus promote his glory. 

{-now offer the parochial reports, which 
have been presented to me by the proper 
officers of the several congregations in the 
diocese, that they may be read for the in- 
formation of the convention, and inserted 
in the journal JOBN CROES. 

Perth-Amboy, May 25, 1825. 


The parochial reports furnish the fol- 
lowing aggregate :—Baptisms (adults 
29, children 106, not specified 42) 177 
—Marriages 44—Funerals 75-—Cate- 
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chumens 172 -—Sunday Scholars 359— 
Communicants 641. 


The following sums were reported 
as having been collected :— 

For the Missionary Fund $376 65} 

For the Episcopal Fund 68 60 


The proposition offered by A. O. 
Dayton, Esq. at the last convention, 
in the following words, viz. “ That the 
first article of the constitution be al- 
tered, by the insertion of the word Sa- 
lem, between the words Perth-Amboy 
and Burlington,’ was also called up and 
unanimously adopted. 


The following appointments were 
made :— 

Standing Committee —The Rev. 
Charles H. Wharton, D. D., the Rev. 
John C. Rudd, D. D., the Rev. James 
Chapman, the Rev. John Croes, jun.; 
Robert Boggs, William P. Deare, Peter 
Kean, and James Parker, Esqrs. 

Delegates to the General Convention 
—The Rev. Charles H. Wharton, D. D., 
the Rev. John C. Rudd, D. D., the Rev. 
James Chapman, the Rev. John Croes, 
jun.; Peter Kean, James Parker, Joseph 
V. Clark, Esq., and Dr. P. F. Glent- 
worth, 


On motion of the Rev. Dr. Rudd, 
resolved, That this convention perceive 
with pleasure the formation of societies 
in several congregations, for the pur- 
pose of increasing the Missionary Fund; 
and while they consider the exertions 
of the ladies of Christ church, New- 
Brunswick, St. John’s church, Salem, 
St. Mary’s church, Burlington, and St. 
Peter’s church, Perth-Amboy, as de- 
serving much commendation, they in- 
dulge the*hope, that the other congre- 
gations of the diocese will soon be able 
to make similar efforts, 


* .* The next annual convention will 


be held at Salem, on the last Wednes- 
day in May, 1826. 


The following is an appendix to the 
journal of the above convention :— 


The board of directors to whom is con- 
fided the appropriation of the Missionary 
Fund, beg leave to make the following re- 
port to the convention :—~ 

That after the sitting of the last con- 
vention, they engaged the Rev. John Croes, 
jun. who had resigned his charge as rector 
of Christ church, Shrewsbury, to act as a 
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missionary to the vacant churches, at a 
salary of $400 per annum; that Mr. Croes 
continued to perform his duty faithfully 
for the space of six months, viz. from Ist 
September to the Ist March ensuing, when 
he resigned his office, in consequence of 
taking charge of the Episcopal association 
at Paterson, now St. Paul’s church. The 
report of his mission is annexed 

J. Croes, jun. reports, that he entered 
upon the discharge of his duties as mis- 
sionary on the Ist of September, 1824, and 
continued the same six months. During 
that period he officiated every third Sun- 
day to the congregation at Paterson, with 
the exception of one, on which he ex- 
changed duties with the Rev. Dr. Rudd. 
Two services were performed each time, 
making the whole number, on Sundays, 18. 
He also attended one funeral, and preach- 
ed on a week day; and baptized, at differ. 
ent times, seven children. He officiated 
twelve times on Sundays to the Episcopa- 
lians at Morristown, six times on Sun- 
days, and once on a week day, at Trinity 
church, Woodbridge; the same number 
of times on Sundays in St. James’s church, 
Piscataway, and several times on week 
days. These two places not being far dis- 
tant, he always preached at both on the 
same Sunday. In St. Thomas’s, Alexandria, 
he officiated only four times, being pre- 
vented once from attending by the badness 
of the roads, and at another time when he 


attended, no part of the congregation ap- . 


pearing in consequence of the inclemency 
of the weather. He also administered the 
communion at this place and at Morris- 
town. At the house of Mr. Robert Sharp 
in Amwell he officiated twice. His mis- 
sionary engagement expired on the Ist of 
March; he however continued to officiate 
at Paterson every third Sunday till the last 
of April, when, in consequence of an in- 
vitation from the Episcopalians to become 
their minister, he removed thither, and 
took charge of that congregation. He 
made collections only at Piscataway and 
Woodbridge. the other congregations hav- 
ing been required by the president of the 
board of directors to give a specified sum 
instead of the usual collections. In the 
former place he collected four dollars fifty 
cents, in the latter four dollars. he pros- 
pects at Paterson and Morristown he con- 
siders as encouraging. At Pxterson, as 
will be seen from his parochial report, 
efforts are making to build a church; and 
in Morristown it is very probable the same 
thing might be accomplished, if a clergy- 
man could be settled there. In all the 


congregations that he visited, he was very 
kindly received, and was gratified in find- 
ing among Episcopali«ns generally, an un- 
abated attachment to their church, 

The board further report, that they had 
allowed the Rev. Mr. Ward, acting in part 
as a missionary to the churches at Spots. 
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wood and Freehold, che sum of $25 for 
each church ; also to the Kev. Mr. Dunn, 
acting as a missionary to Christ church, 
Johnsonburgh, the sum of $25; and to 
the Rev. Mr. Hall $ 12, for acting as a 
missionary to St. John’s, Chew’s Landing. 
—That they have now engaged, for a few 
months, the Rev. Charles Smith, as a ge- 
neral missionsry to the vacant churches, 
ata salary of § 400 per annum. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
Signed by order of the board, 

Joun Croks, President. 

Perth-Amboy, May 25, 1825. 


From the report of the treasurer of 
the convention, it appears that the re- 
ceipts of the past year were $1003 734, 
and the expenditures $746 25; and 
that the present amount of the fund is 
$3898 344. 

The receipts into the Episcopal Fund 
were $676 40; and the expenses there- 
from $650. The whole amount of the 
Episcopal Fund is $1606 7. 

The fund for the Bishop Croes Scho- 
larship in the General Theological Se- 
minary had increased $161 80; and 
amounted in the aggregate to $959 80. 

The clergy of the diocese of New- 
Jersey are, the bishop, 15 presbyters, 
and 1 deacon. ‘Teial 17. 


For the Christian Journal. 
Interiour of a Parish.—No. II. 


Iv is not intended in these commn- 
nications to make any exposure of ei- 
ther doctrines or sects, nor a close ap- 
plication to individual feeling or inter- 
est; but a representation generally of 
those religious impressions, duties, and 
incidents, which, in the “ interiour of a 
parish,” may reasonably be presumed 
to transpire. In our walis there is 
need of much cireumspection, and holy 
conversation, and prayer, that we may 
be directed aright; but the Lord has 
promised to bless those that seek him 
diligently. Let us, therefore, strive to 
persevere in all things in the way which 
is pointed out to us, that we may be spi- 
ritually blessed in our journey through 
life. 

Since my last communication I must 
confess that my interest has increased 
each Sunday, on beholding an addi- 
tional number of people in church. 
Notwithstanding this, it cannot yet be 
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perceived that there is a vitality in re- 
ligious matters such as might be wished. 
Still may the work, under Providence, 
be advancing; though [ must assure 
you there is great difficulty even in 
keeping much to religion in the con- 
versation resulting from our visits. On 
this point I have some fears of failing, 
as the tempter is apt to assume so many 
flattering and various shapes. ‘There 
are many of this congregation still un- 
baptized, who are quite regular in their 
attendance, but have not any just idea 
whatever of the necessity of that ordi- 
nance: it must, therefore, be a work of 
time and opportunity to set this matter 
before them in a proper point of view: 
to fail in an attempt of this sort would 
be impolitic in the outset, as well as 
prejudicial to the interest of the cause. 

The catechism business is all that can 
now be set on foot; even this required 
some perseverance, for it was said there 
were none, or but very few children; 
and indeed I had seen but some five or 
six ever at church. The truth turned 
out to be as I expected; for children 
were not properly urged to come for- 
ward. We meta few, however, at their 
homes, who seemed pleased at the idea 
of saying catechism: so it was given 
out from the desk, and the first day 
after there appeared nine baptized chil- 
dren, for none others had been invited. 
This measure has given an additional 
incentive to our labours, as it has press- 
ed upon the minds of parents the great 
advantages of urging their children to 
attend the church services, and exciting 
a laudable ambition, which cannot be 
excited so well by private as by public 
catechism 

And besides, there has another ma- 
terial benefit resulted from this exer- 
cise; and that is, an inculcation of the 
necessity of placing children, as early 
as possible, under the care of the church. 
This matier, of children not being pro- 
perly the care of the church until bap- 
tized, had not been previcusly viewed 
in a proper light; but, in consequence 
of the arrangements here adopted, a 
more mature consideration has taken 
place. Since my last communication, 
I have had an opportunity of witness- 
ing one of the most gratifying and in- 
teresting offices which can be afforded 
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the gospel minister. The wife of one 
of this congregation, being a member 
but not a communicant, and the hus- 
band being of another denomination, 
had seven children unbaptized. They 
had for a long time neglected this so- 
lemn rite, instituted by the great Head 
of our charch, by which her members 
were to be introduced; but now began 
to weigh this matter more seriously. 
They were both disposed that their 
children should be baptized, verily be- 
lieving the Scriptures to be the word, 
and Jesus Clirist to be the Son of God. 
There was no hesitation therefore, on 
the part of the minister, to comply with 
their wishes. This I very humbly con- 
ceive to be the meaning of the com- 
mand, nor can it easily be imagined 
how any religious denomination can 
undertake to restrict the import of the 
words, * Go into all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of 
the’ Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” The 
day was accordingly app»inted, and an 
assemblage of about thirty people pre- 
sent at a private house. ‘They were 
composed chiefly of the relatives and 
a few neighbours, one of whom also 
brought forward an infant to participate 
in the ordinance. Seven children, from 
fourteen to three years of age, and the 
infant, were baptized, ranged accurding 
to birthright, and forming an exceed- 
ingly interesting scene. The ceremony 
was solemn and imposing. May the 
Lord bless this work which he has al- 
ready commenced. Q. E. D. 


The Death-bed of Eliza. 


From the parish journal of a clergyman of the Pro 
testant Episcopal Church. 

Exiza was formed by the hand of na- 
ture, to exhibit to the world a fine speci- 
men of the cheerful and cheering gaiety 
of innocence, in the spring season of female 
loveliness— 

** When life, like a sunny stream, is stealing 
Its silent steps through a flowery path, 

And all the endearments that pleasure hath, 
Are pour'd from her full o’erflowing horn 
When the rose of enjoyment conceals no thorn.” 


But, with poor Eliza this joyous season 
soon passed away. Gladsome mirth was 
early exchinged for sorrowing and sad- 
ness. In the form of a **meaner angel” of 
her own sex, a denion of discord was in- 
troduced into her hitherto peaceful habi- 
tation, and jor ever severed the hearts of 
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her much-loved parents. The once-happy 
family was broken up and separated ; and 
Eliza never smiled more. During my ac- 
quaintance with her, however, her beauti- 
ful brow was constantly adorned with the 
beams of a devout and resigned spirit: 
though pale, they were newt altogether 
cheerless. 

The severely trying circumstance above 
named, drove Eliza from her no. longer 
comfortable home. She could not endure 
to stay even in the neighbourhood where 
she had witnessed, and would be constant- 
ly reminded of the ruin and degradation 
of her late respectable family. She left 
the beautiful and romantic shores of the 
Hudson, to reside with a kind and worthy 
aunt in the city. While there, her needle 
and her book too much engrossed her time, 
to allow her that portion of exercise which 
her former habits and present health re- 
quired. Her retiring and sedentary habit 
gave a predominant advantage to the cor- 
roding operations of memory. The rose 
had faded on her cheek, and the diamond 
brilliancy of her eye was rapidly softening 
into common brightness, when her friends 
perceived that she was loudly threatened 
with an attack of consumption, that vora- 
cious monster whose wide extended jaws 
annually devour so many thousands of the 
fair and lovely part of the creation. 

She was persuaded to return, but with 
a sad and sickening reluctance, to her na- 
tive plains, in hopes to find there the re- 
storation of her former health. Her much 
injured, forsaken mother, was drawing out 
her unhappy existence in my parish. I 
had never before seen her lovely, heart. 
broken Eliza. She was yet young, and 
still beautiful. The bloom of youth, how. 
ever, though early, had begun to fade 
away, and the brightness of her beauty to 
grow dim; for the relentless enemy that 
had seized her, had already plunged his 
deadly fangs into the very core of her con- 
stitution. But that fading bloom had in 
it something far more heavenly and heart- 
searching, than even the-most perfect tints 
that Hygeia’s pencil could ever produce. 
And though the shafts of her beauty were 
less bright and keen than formerly, they 
could never more easily find access to the 
feeling heart, nor more copiously mike its 
blood to flow. It seemed impossible to 
look upon Eliza, «nd not deeply to feel an 
interest for her. In every word, and look, 
and gesture, she seemed endowed with an 
irresistible power to increase that interest. 
She neither said nor did aught that you 
were not compelled to approve; and while 
the tear of sympathy would steal into your 
eye, and half hide her from your sight, 
you were fancying that her thoughts were 
ascending as sweet incense to approving 
heaven. 

Her native air seemed to revive her 
wasting health and life. But the revival 
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was of short duration. She was lifted up, 
but to accelerate her fall. It was soon 
seen, that she was going down rapidly to 
the grave. \We hoped her passage might 
be smooth and casy. Alas! it was other- 
wise determined, in the inscrutable coun- 
cils of heaven. For many wec ks previous 
to her departure, she suflered aimost con- 
stant and excruciating pain Shall I at- 
tempt to describe, with what patience, 
with what resignation, nay, with what 
cheerfulness, and even thankfulness, she 
endured the cross thus laid upon her? 
No, I will not dwell on this circumstance ; 
for there are few that can comprehend— 
few who will believe, that cheerfulness 
and comfort of mind can dwell with a 
body agonized by pains and sufferings, to 
which death alone can offer relief—which 
death alone can assuage. 

From the time of her confinement to 
her room, until her soul returned to God 
who gave it, I visited her almost daily: 
for I felt, that to converse and to pray with 
her, conduced both to happiness and to 
holiness. On these occasions, from her 
heavenly appearance, and more heavenly 
remarks—together with the blessed influ- 
ences of religious services, performed in 
sincerity and love—I always found myself 
—my thoughts and affections—by some 
unearthly impulse, disposed to leave this 
tenement of clay, and to ascend “ to fairer 
worlds on high.” For, in Eliza’s dying 
chamber, it was impossible to doubt the 
existence of another and a better world 
than this; or that it was made for such 
spirits as the one which ws about to leave 
her emaciated body, to be perfected there. 

The sun had not ascended far above the 
horizon, one calm and lovely morning in 
June, when I left my study to walk to the 
humble home of Eliza’s forlorn and afflict- 
ed mother. Every thing around me—all 
nature seemed an unspotted mirror, re- 
flecting the benignant smile of the Creator. 
The varied colours of the rainbow of the 
west, “ bending its blue and crimson arch 
in heaven,” gave a celestial, unusual lustre 
to the beauteous scenery; and the birds, 
as if in acknowledgment of its charms, 
sung as they beheld it, with unwonted 
sweetness and animation. The earth had 

ut on her “ robe of summer green”—it 

ooked fresh and new; and the sun seemed 
pleased with the employment of reluming 
the pearls that garnished her. I had never 
seen such a morning; nor had I ever, to 
the full, enjoyed such feelings as it in- 
spired. It seemed to my heaven-delighted 
fancy, that an angel had been commis- 
sioned to develop, in the works of nature, 
an illustrious and a brilliant exemplifica- 
tion of the divine goodness ; and that, to 
confirm the hezvenly impression that per- 
fect beauty was intended to stamp on the 
heart, he had painted that beautiful bow 
of hope and peace on a silken cloud, pre- 
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pared in the laboratory of the skies for 
that exclusive purpose. 

I stopped—looked around me—and in 
the ecstacy of my admiration, forgot every 
attribute of the Deity but his goodness— 
forgot that there was any such thing as 
evil in the world. The thought of poor 
Eliza, languishing on her bed of sickness, 
pain, and death, crossed my recollection 
and the too-delightful vision fled. The sur- 
prising beauty and loveliness of the morne 
ing was contemplated as a phenomenon ; 
and the world and its Maker appeared to 
my recovered senses, in the awful majesty 
of the truth of nature and of revelation. 

I hastened on my way, endeavouring to 
call to mind something that might convey 
comfort to the stricken sufferer. Myself 
needed comfort. A light rap at the door 
—her own sweet, but feeble voice. bade 
me enter. Soon was I convinced of havin 
come to the right place to find the desired 
comfort. In her case I beheld an example 
of how easily the burthen of natural evil 
is borne, by those from whom the divine 
mercy has removed the greater weight of 
moral evil. 

** How do you find yourself, this beau- 
tiful morning, Eliza?’ With the shadow 
of a solemn smile on her death-like coun- 
tenance, she replied, “I find myself with 
every wish gratified on this side the grave, 
save one.” ‘ Doubtless, my dea: Eliza, it 
is of a nature to be gratified, or it could 
not be a wish of your resigned spirit: what 
is it?” It is, that | may receive the holy 
sacrament of my blessed Saviour. That 
performed, and I feel that I shall be hap- 

”? To-morrow, my dear child, God 
willing, that happiness shail be yours; and 
in the mean time, let your mind refresh it- 
self by dwelling on the divine love com- 
memorated in that sacred rite.” 

I had not yet to learn, that she well un- 
derstood the nature and character of that 
ordinance. She had said that she viewed 
it as a high duty to be performed, and as 
a most blessed privilege, to be enjoyed by 
every believer in the religion of the cross ; 
as a source of heartfelt comfort, and of 
spiritual light. . 

Solaced and improved, I left the sacred 
chamber of the sainted maid, with a bless- 
ing, and with a promise, on the morrew to 
gratify her last pious wish. It had less of 
earth in it, than of heaven. 

The morning sun was rising with re- 
spiendent lustre, through an atmosphere 
still and arid, portending a sultry, and, 
therefore, trying day for poor Eliza; while 
her friend and pastor was hastening to her 
aid, that the sacred service might be per- 
formed before her little remaining strength 
should be prostrated by the meridian heat, 
which found too ready a passage through 
the slight walls that encompassed her. 

{ could dwell with pleasure on the joy- 
ous brightness of her fading eyes, as thev 
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greeted my entrance; on the calm, and 
solemn, and fervent devotion of spirit, with 
which she joined in the service—the tears 
that glistened in her sunken eyes, when 
she received the consecrated bread—and 
that rolled down her emaciated and pallid 
cheeks, when the striking emblem of her 
Saviour’s blood was put to her lips. They 
were tears—not of anguish—but of faith, 
and hope, and love: offered a sacrifice to 
heaven, they were accepted as pearls of 
great price. 

Her afflicted, resigned, grieved, grati- 
fied mother and sister, both of whom have 
since gone to meet her on a happier shore, 
partook with her. 

After a short time of silent devotion 
had elapsed, Eliza was asked if she had 
received the comfort and gratification she 
had expected. *O yes,” she replied, ‘* and 
far more and higher. It is indeed meat 
and drink to my departing soul.” Then 
raising her glazing, streaming eyes to hea- 
ven, she exclaimed, with the glowing rap- 
ture of an entirely devoted spirit, “* Oh 
blessed Saviour, | am now happy in the 
faith and love of thee. In thy own good 
time, take me from this painful being, to 
dwell for ever with my Lord; and QO, let 
my dear unhappy mother Here she 
sunk under the weight of unutterable emo- 
tions, and her voice ceased to be audible, 
though her freezing lips still moved. She 
was evidently passing through the valley 
of the shadow of death, supported and 
comforted by the staff of the divine Shep- 
herd. All that could be done for her at 
this time, was done already. 

Early in the evening, I again called. 
She had not yet passed the vale; and was 
still in great pain. She was spoken to of 
comfort—she needed none. I retired to a 
remote part of the room, where were 
seated several of Eliza’s dear, sorrowing, 
weeping relations. The chamber was filled 
with a deepening twilight—the dying saint 
was surrounded by its darkest gray. About 
to retire, | approached her, enjoying the 
pleasing, grateful hope, from the death- 
like stillness of the apartment, that her 
pain had left her, and that she was breath- 
ing out her last hour of life without an- 
guish. I wished to hear her voice once 
more, and to Know, from her own lips, that 
she was at peace, and leaving the world 
with a hope full of glory and immortality. 
For this purpose, a question was framed, 
requiring, as was presumed, but a simple 
yes. It was a mistake—it was not so 
tramed—a mistake most deeply regretted, 
when it was seen that it much increased 
her excruciating pain to answer it. “I 
hope,” said I, * Eliza, you are both happy 
and easy?” ‘“* Happy,” she replied, with 
much difficulty, “ but not easy” These 
were the last words—and he will never 
forget them—that were heard by her pas- 
tor, from the death-bed of Eliza. 
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Albany Bible and Common Prayer Book 
Society. 


Tue anniversary meeting of the Bible 
and Common Prayer Book Society of Al- 
bany and its vicinity, was held at St. Paul’s 
church, in the city of Troy, on Tuesday, 
the 6th of September. Divine service was 
performed by the kev. Mr. Potter, and a 
sermon delivered by the Rev. Mr. Lacey. 


We make the following extract from the 
annual report of the board of managers: 


The committee, in behalf of the board of 
managers, congratulate the society that its 
permanent fund has increased to the sum 
of one thousand five hundred dollars; the 
interest arising from which, by an article 
of the constitution of the society, is de- 
voted to the purchase and distribution of 
Bibles and Common Prayer Books. By a 
recurrence to the records of the society, 
the committee observe that the principal 
portion of this fund was raised in the in- 
fancy of the institution: few comparative- 
ly of the present members of the society 
have had the honour of contributing to its 
accumulation, the donations received in 
latter years not much exceeding the an- 
nual expenditures of the society. Fourieen 
years have elapsed since the formation of 
the society—-many of its founders repose 
in the silent grave—their zeal can no 
longer be exercised in its support, but 
their example remains: though dead, they 
yet speak—and the committee trust they 
will not speak in vain. Episcopalian 
churches have sprung up in every direc- 
tion around us: the number of the mem- 
bers of our communion is greatly in- 
creased. This society, ath ES incorpo- 
rated by an act of the legislature, is, and 
was intended as the parent society of all 
similar institutiops in the western and 
northern parts of our state—it is “ The 
Bible and Common Prayer Book Society 
of Albany and its vicinity.’ Several so- 
cieties have already been acknowledged 
and received as auxiliaries, and partici- 
pated in the advantages of this institu- 
tion. All are equally entitled to be re- 
ceived, and are invited to unite themselves 
with us, and co-operate in the good work 
in which we are engaged. Our land is 
blessed with peace and plenty, and few, if 
any, individuals can be found among us, 
who cannot without inconvenience contri- 
bute to the funds of the society, and thus 
enlarge its means and extend the circle of 
its usefulness. In common with our bre- 
thren of the Bible societies, we distribute 
the Bible—the bread of life; but we ac- 
company it with the Common Prayer Book, 
contaming the liturgy ofourchurch,which, 
to be admired and esteemed, 1s only ne- 
cessary to be Known. If those who have 


preceded us have done so much in the 
endowment of this institution, may we not 
hope that now, in the more prosperous 





em re 

















































a nneaenaenamel 











December, 1825.] 


circumstances of the church, we will emu- 
jJate the noble example that has been set 
us, and that the succeeding annual reports 
of the society will evince the increased 
zeal and exertions of its members. 


After the reading of the report, and the 
election of officers, it was resolved, That 
the thanks of this society be presented to 
the Rev. Mr. Lacey, for bis able and very 
appropriate sermon delivered this after- 
noon. 

Resolved, That the ncxt anniversary of 
this society be held in St. George’s church, 
in the city of Schenectady, on the second 
Sunday in September, 1826, at 7 o’clock 
P.M.; and that the election of officers 
take place on the morning following. 


At a meeting of the board of managers, 
held immediately after the adjournment 
of the society, it was resolved, That the 
Rev. Mr. Dorr be requested to deliver the 
next anniversary sermon ; and that in case 
of his failure, the Rev. Mr. Lacey be re- 
quested to preach in his stead. 





For the Christian Journal. 
REVIEW. 


I. The Lady of the Manor: being a Series 
of Conversations on the Subject of Con- 
Jfirmation ; intended for the Use of the 
middle and higher Kanks of young Fe- 
males. By Mrs. Surrwoon, sluthor of 
Little Henry and his Bearer, &c. ec. 


I. Body and Soul. Third edition. 
Hl. “ The Week.” 


Ir is something very attractive to the 
young mind, when the deep mysteries 
of abstract truth are clothed in the easy 
attire of fanc,, and we are enabled to 
learn through the medium of a story, 
what we would never take the pains to 
know by the method of dry and unin- 
teresting demonstration. The parabo- 
lic method of conveying to the mind 
important truths, has been adopted 
from the earliest ages and in almost 
every nation, as addressing a certain 
taste which seems to be founded in ra- 
ture, a taste which appears to arise 
from a love of contrast between the 
real and unreal incidents of life; and by 
comparison of the true passing events 
of the day with these pictures of the 
imagination, to draw lessons at once 
instructive to the understanding and 
useful to the heart.—It is with impres- 
sions such as these that we were at- 
tracted by the title of the work which 
stands first at the head of this article. 


We considered it to promise something 
Von, IX. 
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which, by the lure of small and interest- 
ing historical illustrations, might draw 
the attention of the young members of 
our church to the important subject of 
confirmation. 

The book, we confess, presented 
strong claims to attention, as it was 
written by a lady—a lady too profess- 
ing to bear an ardent attachment to 
the Church of England. It is not of- 
ten that the sex are enabled to sum- 
mon svufficient confidence to step forth 
as champions in the field of theological 
inquiry, or to occupy the chair of grave 
ecclesiastical order. When, therefore, 
they thus exhibit a benevolence which 
spreads new brilliancy over all the 
graces which adorn their character, we 
are bound by the rules of courtesy and 
good breeding, not to say of Christian 
charity, to welcome their aid in the 
cause of humanity. 

With such prepossessions we ad- 
dressed ourselves to the perusal of this 
book, and not until we saw the broad 
and odious features of Calvinism which 
deform this work, did we choose to al- 
ter our favourable opinions of its plan. 

We acknowledge, in the outset it 
did not appear to us a great compli- 
ment to the clerical order, that there 
should not be sufficient time, to be sub- 
tracted from more serious avocations, 
to bestow on these important prelimi- 
nary instructions—although we dis- 
claim such exclusive ideas of the sa- 
cred office as would reject the aid, in 
beneficial purposes, of the pious laity. 
Not to say any thing then of “ the 
lady’s” views of the rite of confirma- 
tion, as expressed in her introductory 
conversation with the Rev. Mr. Ver- 
non—not to say any thing of the very 
liberal feelings she expresses towards 


those who entirely reject infant bap- — 


tism—nor of her ideas of the “ invisible 
church,” with its consequent “ invisible 
members” —nor of a certain quaint or 
technical phraseology which very fre- 
quently appears, and especially seems 
to inspire her prayers—the first pas- 
sage which arrested our attention, was 
one in which she is engaged in explain- 
ing to her young friends “ the ‘eading 
doctrines of the Christian religion.” 
She begins very properly with the na- 
ture of God: and after stating the dutv 
46 
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of believers in the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, she proceeds to say, before the 
foundation of the world the Lord Je- 
hovah, the glorious Three in One, es- 
tablished the mighty scheme of salva- 
tion, “ by which he decreed by his 
counsel, secret to us, to deliver from 
curse and damnation those whom he 
chose in Christ out of mankind, and to 
bring them by Christ unto everlasting 
salvation, as vessels made to honour— 
(Articles of the Charch.) These chosen 
ones of the human race are described 
in Scripture,” added the lady, “ to be 
as numerous as the stars of heaven 
and as the sand of the sea: they are 
elsewhere spoken of as being clad in 
robes made white with the blood of the 
Lamb, and clothed with the rig hteous- 
ness of Christ. Whence we are tauzht 
to understand the method of their sal- 
vation.’””* 

From this, in the outset, we imbibed 
the opinion, which we had not after- 
wards any reason to change, that one 
main purpose of the work was to com- 
municate Calvinistic views of the for- 
mularies of our church, and an ex- 
tremely indifierent taste, if not a com- 
plete disgust, for her distinctive prin- 
ciples. When we sat down to write 
this article, it was our intention to of- 
fer some remarks on the several histo- 
ries of this work in order; but as we 
proceeded, the objectionable sentiments 
multiplied so rapidly, that really to give 
them the critical observation they would 
require, a volume even greater than the 
work before us would be requisite. It 
is not right, however, that works of this 
sort should be suffered to be circulated 
among the members of the church, with 
the specious recommendation of being 
explanatory of her services, without, at 
the same time, a word of caution from 
those whose profession must give them 
equal claims with those of “ the lady” 
to an acquaintance with the subjects 
which are here discussed. 

Belonging, as we do, to that class of 
the clerical corps who are by no means 
indifferent to correct views of doctrine 
and discipline, we must confess it is 
with equal surprise and disappomtment 
that we have found reason to throw 





* VoLi. p. 31, 32. 
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aside this work with great disgust ; for 
however entertaining some of her his- 
tories may be to a young person, we 
cannot but express the opinion, that in 
that very degree in which they may be 
regarded as pleasing, is the fault of the 
author, and the danger of the work con- 
veying the poison, as we consider it, of 
false views under the agreeable bait of 
novelty and popularity *—insinuating 
unsound opinions of the church, under 
the garb of peculiar Christian modera- 
tion. We shall give a few extracts 
from this work, that the public may 
judge of that savour which they may 
here expect, and which we should be 
sorry to believe was acceptable to the 
mass of our members, whether of the 
clergy or of the laity. 

“ In that part of our catechism,” pro- 
ceeded the lady of the manor, “ which 
I have chosen for our consideration 
this evening, supposing ourselves to be 
believers, we thank our heavenly Fa- 
ther that he hath called us to a state of 
salvation through Jesus Christ our Sa- 
viour, and we pray unto God to give 
us his grace that we may continue in 
the same unto the end of our lives. 


Now,” said the lady of the manor, “ in | 


these few words we find a concise form 
and acknowledgment of that doctrine 
which is stated more largely and plain- 
ly in the 17th article of our church. 
This article, which treats of predesti- 
nation and election, is thus worded”— 
| Here follows the 17th article at length.] 
*“ From this article,” continued the 
lady of the manor, “ it appears, that 


* The idols of the day. 

+ Where is the ground for this “ supposing 
ourselves to be believers?” ‘Vhe catechism 
expressly states the effect of baptism to be, 
making the baptized child, or person, “ a mem- 
ber of Christ, the child of God, and an inhe- 
ritor of the kingdom ef heaven ;” and then, 
without dep «ting in the least from the subject 
of buptism, but with a clear and distinet allu- 
sion to it, speaks of * this state of salvation,” 
i.e. this being “a member of Christ, the child 
of God, and an ivheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven,” the declared effect of baptism. In- 
stead, therefore. of “ supposing ourselves to 
be believers,” a fair view of the standards of 
the chureh would substitute the words, know- 
ing ourselves to have been baptized. It is 
surprising how, by the sid of little salvoes, such 
a8 supposing, if, charitably hoping, &e. &e. 
the language of the chureh is often completely 
wrested from its plain honest meaning, and 
made to subserve the purposes of erroneous 
and strange doctrine.—£d. C. J. 
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those who are to be saved, were chosen, 
before the foundation of the world, to 
be delivered from curse and damnation, 
and to be brought by Christ to ever- 
lasting honour. It also appears that 
they are called according to God’s pur- 
pose by his Holy Spirit, and that 
through grace obeying the call, and 
being made sons of God by adoption, 
they walk religiously in good works, 
and at length, by God’s mercy, attain 
to everlasting felicity. Thus it appears 
that there is but one way in whick sin- 
ful man can be accepted with” GUL& 
&c.* 

A question is put by one of the 
young ladies, “ that as all men are 
equally sinful by nature, and equally 
guilty in the eyes of God, wherefore 
are not all predestinated to everlasting 
happiness ; ” To which “ the lady of 
the manor” shrewdly replies, “ that 
the true state of the case forbids us to 
ask any such questions.”+ The lady 
of the manor then proceeds to point 
out how grace might properly be said 
to reign throughout the whole wonder- 
ful process of man’s salvation—in his 
election, his calling, his pardon, his 
justification, his adoption, his sanctifi- 
cation, and his perseverance to the 
end.’’} 

“ Election, it is supposed, makes no 
reai change in the state of its object ;§ 
so that the chosen person often remains 
in an unconverted state to an advanced 
period of life, as may be proved from 
the parable of the labourers in the 
vineyard; but when the time of con- 
version comes, the Spirit of God speaks 
to the soul, and awakens it from the 
dead.” 

One more extract, and we are done. 

“‘ It is possible,” replied the lady of 
the manor, “ for a man now living in 
sin, and greedily committing evil works, 
to be one of the elect or chosen not- 
withstanding ; for St. Paul was one of 
the elect {pray is not this begging the 
question ?| while yet engaged in perse- 
cuting the servants of God, and com- 
pelling them to blaspheme. But grace 
had then only selected him as an object 
of mercy through Christ; he had not 





* Vol. ii. p. 121,122. + P. 123. 
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yet been called, pardoned, —— 
adopted, sanctified.” 


II. Quite different in its tendency 
and views is the very popular and well 
written work entitled “ Body and Soul,” 
—as we suspect, from the pen of the 
author of the Velvet Cushion, Sermons, 
&c. In this work the reader follows 
the rector of a country parish in his 
domiciliary visits, and is made ac- 
quainted with the various sentiments 
of persons at one time correct, at an- 


“& “ether incorrect, but chiefly of this lat- 


eae 


‘sort; and by the worthy pastor he 
is presented with those “ strong rea- 
sons” for loving the church, which her 
doctrines, discipline, and worship so 
abundantly afford, and which so clear- 
ly demonstrate her divine origin.— 
Unitarianism, Puritanism, Separatism, 
Evangelism, (by sectarian accommo- 
dation so called,) and various other 
deviations from primitive simplicity 
and truth, are here, in-the method of 


plain conversation, severally discussed 5 


and while there is nothing that some 
fastidious tastes or delicate nerves 
might apprehend of sectarian narrow- 
ness, there is always that grave, and 
decent, and rationally pious sentiment, 
which properly represents the charac- 
ter of our venerable church. 

We particularly admire the gentle- 
manly and amiable characters of the 
rector and his curate; and if such could 
always be the terms on which they 
could hold their respective stations, we 
should be disposed to alter an opinion 
which we may have formed in too 
much haste, that these connexions were 
not always favourable to the interests 
of the church. 


We should be pleased to present spe- _ 


cimens of this work, but are unwilling 
to enlarge this article beyond the com- 
pass of our present design, which is 
merely to secommend to the members 
of our church this litte book, which 
afforded us great pleasure in reading, 
and which we hope will be as favour- 
ably received in this country as it was 
in England, having there passed througl: 

its third edition. 


III. Before we lay aside our pen, we 
must take notice of the useful little work 
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of believers in the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, she proceeds to say, before the 
foundation of the world the Lord Je- 
hovah, the glorious Three in One, es- 
tablished the mighty scheme of salva- 
tion, “ by which he decreed by his 
counsel, secret to us, to deliver from 
curse and damnation those whom he 
chose in Christ out of mankind, and to 
bring them by Christ unto everlasting 
salvation, as vessels made to honour— 
(Articles of the Charch.) These chosen 
ones of the human race are described 
in Scripture,” added the lady, * to be 
as numerous as the stars of heaven 
and as the sand of the sea: they are 
elsewhere spoken of as being clad in 
robes made white with the blood of the 
Lamb, and clothed with the rig hteous- 
ness of Christ. Whence we are taught 
to understand the method of their sal- 
yation.””* 

From this, in the outset, we imbibed 
the opinion, which we had not after- 
wards any reason to change, that one 
main purpose of the work was to com- 
municate Calvinistic views of the for- 
mularies of our church, and an ex- 
tremely indifferent taste, if not a com- 
plete disgust, for her distineti;e prin- 
ciples. When we sat down to write 
this article, it was our intention to of- 
fer some remarks on the several histo- 
ries of this work in order; but as we 
proceeded, the objectionable sentiments 
multiplied so rapidly, that really to give 
them the critical observation they would 
require, a volume even greater than the 
work before us would be requisite. It 
is not right, however, that works of this 
sort should be suffered to be circulated 
among the members of the church, with 
the specious recommendation of being 
explanatory of her services, without, at 
the same time, a word of caution from 
those whose profession must give them 
equal claims with those of “ the lady” 
to an acquaintance with the subjects 
which are here discussed. 

Belonging, as we do, to that class of 
the clerical corps who are by no means 
indifferent to correct views of doctrine 
and discipline, we must confess it is 
with equal surprise and disappomtment 
that we have found reason to throw 





* Voli. p. 31, 32. 
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aside this work with great disgust ; for 
however entertaining some of her his- 
tories may be to a young person, we 
cannot but express the opinion, that in 
that very degree in which they may be 
regarded as pleasing, is the fault of the 
author, and the danger of the work con- 
veying the poison, as we consider it, of 
false views under the agreeable bait of 
novelty and popularity *— insinuating 
unsound opinions of the church, under 
the garb of peculiar Christian modera- 
tion. We shall give a few extracts 
from this work, that the public may 
judge of that savour which they may 
here expect, and which we should be 
sorry to believe was acceptable to the 
mass of our members, whether of the 
clergy or of the laity. 

“ In that part of our catechism,” pro- 
ceeded the lady of the manor, “ which 
I have chosen for our consideration 
this evening, supposing ourselves to be 
believers,t we thank our heavenly Fa- 
ther that he hath called us to a state of 
salvation through Jesus Christ our Sa- 
viour, and we pray unto God to give 
us his grace that we may continue in 
the same unto the end of our lives. 
Now,” said the lady of the manor, “ in . 
these few words we find a concise form 
and acknowledgment of that doctrine 
which is stated more largely and plain- 
ly in the 17th article of our church. 
This article, which treats of predesti- 
nation and election, is thus worded” — 
| Here follows the 17th article at length.] 
* From this article,” continued the 
lady of the manor, “ it appears, that 





* The idols of the day. 

+ Where is the ground for this “ supposing 
ourselves to be believers?” ‘Yhe catechism 
expressly states the effect of baptism to be, 
making the baptized child, or person, “ a mem- 
ber of Christ, the child of God, and an inhe- 
ritor of the kingdom ef heaven ;” and then, 
without dep «ting in the least from the subject 
of buptism, but with a clear and distinct alu- 
sion to it, speaks of * this state of sulvation,” 
ie. this being “ta member of Christ, the child 
of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven,” the declared effect of baptism. In- 
stead, therefore. of “ supposing ourselves to 
be believers,” a fair view of the standards of 
the chureh would substitute the words, know- 
ing ourselves to have been baptized. It is 
surprising how, by the aid of little salvoes, such 
as supposing, if, charitably hoping, &c. &e. 
the language of the chureh is often completely 
wrested from its plain honest meaning, and 
made to subserve the purposes of erroneous 
and strange doctrine. —£d. C. J. 
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those who are to be saved, were chosen, 
before the foundation of the world, to 
be delivered from curse and damnation, 
and to be brought by Christ to ever- 
lasting honour. It also appears that 
they are called according to God’s pur- 
pose by his Holy Spirit, and that 
through grace obeying the call, and 
being made sons of God by adoption, 
they walk religiously in good works, 
and at length, by God’s mercy, attain 
to everlasting felicity. Thus it appears 
that there is but one way in which sin- 
ful man can be accepted with God,” 
&c.* 

A question is put by one of the 
young ladies, “ that as all men are 
equally sinful by nature, and equally 
guilty in the eyes of God, wherefore 
are not all predestinated to everlasting 
happiness?” To which “the lady of 
the manor” shrewdly replies, “ that 
the true state of the case forbids us to 
ask any such questions.”+ The lady 
of the manor then proceeds to point 
out how grace might properly be said 
to reign throughout the whole wonder- 
ful process of man’s salvation—in his 
election, his calling, his pardon, his 
justification, his adoption, his sanctifi- 
cation, and his perseverance to the 
end.”’} 

* Election, it is supposed, makes no 
reai change in the state of its object ;§ 
so that the chosen person often remains 
in an unconverted state to an advanced 
period of life, as may be proved from 
the parable of the labourers in the 
vineyard; but when the time of con- 
version comes, the Spirit of God speaks 
to the soul, and awakens it from the 
dead.” 

One more extract, and we are done. 

“ It is possible,” replied the lady of 
the manor, “ for a man now living in 
sin, and greedily committing evil works, 
to be one of the elect or chosen not- 
withstanding; for St. Paul was one of 
the elect [pray is not this begging the 
question ?| while yet engaged in perse- 
cuting the servants of God, and com- 
pelling them to blaspheme. But grace 
had then only selected him as an object 
of mercy through Christ; he had not 





t P. 123. 
P. 129: 


* Vol. ii. p. 121, 122. 
+ P. 128. 
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yet been called, pardoned, — 
adopted, sanctified.” 


II. Quite different in its tendency 
and views is the very popular and well 
written work entitled “ Body and Soul,” 
—as we suspect, from the pen of the 
author of the Velvet Cushion, Sermons, 
&c. In this work the reader follows 
the rector of a country parish in his 
domiciliary visits, and is made ac- 
quainted with the various sentiments 
of persons at one time correct, at an- 
other incorrect, but chiefly of this lat- 
ter sort; and by the worthy pastor he 
is presented with those “ strong rea- 
sons” for loving the church, which her 
doctrines, discipline, and worship so 
abundantly afford, and which so clear- 
ly demonstrate her divine origin.— 
Unitarianism, Puritanism, Separatism, 
Evangelism, (by sectarian accommo- 
dation so called,) and various other 
deviations from primitive simplicity 
and truth, are here, in-the method of 
plain conversation, severally discussed 5 
and while there is nothing that some 
fastidious tastes or delicate nerves 
might apprehend of sectarian narrow- 
ness, there is always that grave, and 
decent, and rationally pious sentiment, 
which properly represents the charac- 
ter of our venerable church. 

We particularly admire the gentle- 
manly and amiable characters of the 
rector and his curate; and if such could 
always be the terms on which they 
could hold their respective stations, we 
should be disposed to alter an opinion 
which we may have formed in too 
much haste, that these connexions were 
not always favourable to the interests 
of the church. 


We should be pleased to present spe- . 


cimens of this work, but are unwilling 
to enlarge this article beyond the com- 
pass of ovr present design, which is 
merely to recommend to the members 
of our church this little book, which 
afforded us great pleasure in reading, 
and which we hope will be as favour- 
ably received in this country as it was 
in England, having there passed through 
its third edition. 


III. Before we lay aside our pen, we 
must take notice of the useful little work 
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entitled * The Week,” which is another 
of those various methods ‘we thankful- 
ly hail it) to draw the youthful mind 
towards a religious view of things, par- 
ticularly in the disposition of their time, 
and in keeping holy, in a rational man- 
ner, the Lord’s day. It is written in 
a familiar and perspicuous style, and 
will not fail, we trust, with the blessing 
of God, to be useful to those for whose 
benefit it was intended. Certainly if 
the present age is not more enlightened 
and more religious than any preceding, 
the fault cannot be attributed to any 
dearth of books, pamphlets, and maga- 
zines. There is a danger and a duty 
arising out of an excessive bibliomania, 
which the sober Christian and scholar 
will keep fully and steadfastly in view: 
the danger is, reading indisgriminately 
the good and the bad—the duty is, to 
read with discrimination. 


ANSELMO. 


Addrees of the Right Rev. Bishop Ravens- 
croft, delivered® in St. John’s Church, 
Williamsborough, North-Carolina, at the 
Ordination of the Rev. Messrs. Otey 
and Brainerd, on Sunday, October 16, 
1825. 


To you, my sons, who have this day re- 
ceived the commission of the great Head 
of the church, to proclaim the unsearch- 
able riches of the salvation that is in his 
only name, to the sin-ruined, blood-ran- 
somed race of Adam—it is my sacred 
duty to press upon your deepest consi- 
deration the magnitude and importance 
of the trust committed to you. You have 
said, and we trust you have well said, 
that you are “ moved by the Holy Ghost 
to take upon you this office and ministry ;” 
and that all just confidence may be placed 
by others in your now sacred character, 
you have been publicly and solemnly se- 
parated to the Gospel of God, by the sig- 
nificant, sacred, and ancient rite of impo- 
sition of hands. You are therefore no 
longer your own, but another’s ; you have 
row not only your own souls to save by 
your own personal religion, but by the 
word of Christ dwe! zg in you richly—by 
the faithful administering of the counsel 
and encouragement, the warning and re- 
proof, the hopes and the fears, of the Gos- 
pel of salvation, to save the souls of others. 
To this you are now pledged, my brothers, 
as the main business of your future days; 
por can any earthly power release you 
from the sacred obligation. Bear in mind 
then, | beseech you, that to diligence and 
faathfulness in declaring the whole counsel 
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of God, you must manifest, in your own 
conversation in life, that the truths you 
press upon your hearers are not matters 
of speculative knowledge, but near and 
dear realities, which fill your hearts and 
rule your lives. He that would preach 
the Gospel with effect, must live as be- 
cometh the Gospel. If then it is triumph 
beyond expression, a victory to be cele- 
brated for ever by the heavenly powers, 
for a sinner to overcome and cenquer the 
enemy, and, through the grace of the Gos- 
pel, gain the crown of life; what must be 
the glorious and exalted triumph of him 
who carries with him to the bar of God 
the seals of his ministry in souls won to 
Christ? Let the contemplation of this 
triumph then arm you, my reverend bro- 
thers, to meet the double duties of your 
high calling with zeal and diligence. Your 
course is arduous, but your help is mighty 
—your labour is unceasing, but your re- 
ward is unspeakable. Whatever can sti- 
mulate to exertion or animate to perse- 
verance, is bound up with the sacred cha 
racter this day conferred on you. The 
common feelings of humanity, the sancti- 
fied affections of divine love, the glory of 
God and the interests of your own souls, 
all combine to press you forward in snatch- 
ing brands from everlasting burnings God 
has honoured you with his high commis- 
sion to negociate the terms of peace and 
reconciliation with bis fallen, rebellious, 
yet redeemed creatures. The Lord Jesus . 
Christ hath committed to your care a por- 
tion of his blood-bought flock. He bids 
you unfurl the banner of the cross, and 
draw all men to him, who tasted death for 
every man. He authorizes you to assure 
even the chief of sinners, that if he comes 
to him, he will no wise cast him out He 
sends you to preach good tidings unto the 
meek-—to comfort all that mourn—to bind 
up the broken-hearted—to proclaim liber- 
ty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound—to pro- 
claim the acceptable year of the Lord, 
and withal, the day of venge«nce of our 
God. QO it is an awful trust, my sons, and 
which nought that this world can offer 
could tempt to undertake, which no hu- 
man accomplishment can furnish to fulfil. 
Yet fear not: he who hath called you is 
fuithful; and as your day is, so shall your 
grace be. “ Lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world,” is the 
soul-strengthening declaration which in- 
sures the victory to the faithful soldier of 
the cross. The world may frown, and hell 
may rege against the truth of God; but 
not one jot or tittle shall fail. Labour 
then, my brothers, to make full proof of 
your ministry, that “ Well done, good and 
faithful servants,” may crown your toils, 


and welcome you to the higher ministra- 
tions of those exalted spirits who stand 
for ever before the throne of God, and 
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ascribe glory, honour, and salvation to 
him that sitteth upon the throne, and to 
the Lamb for ever. 











For the Christian Journal. 


Central Bible and Prayer Book Society. 


Tae fifth annual meeting of this society 
was held at Trinity church, Utica, on the 
evening of the 28th September. Divine 
service was celebrated, and a sermon 
preached by the Rev. Phineas L Whipple, 
missionary at Fairfield, Herkimer county, 
and parts adjacent. 

The board of managers presented the 
following report :— , 


The events of the past year, so far as 
they have affected this society, are calcu- 
lated, when reviewed, to awaken and che- 
rish feelings both grateful and solemn in 
the managers and members. While our 
association has been enabled, through the 
blessing of God, to pursue silently but 
successfully, objects which every sincere 
and enlightened mind must approve; it 
has shared at the same time in the chasten- 
ings and rebukes of an infinitely wise and 
parental hand. It is with sentiments of 
unfeigned respect and heartfelt sorrow, 
that your board record the death of the 
late president of the society, Morris S. 
Miller, Esq. Feeble is the testimonial 
which we can render to his worth. Of 
this institution he was one of the warmest 
friends and most eflicient supporters. From 
its first organization his name has been 
identified with its prosperity, and his latest 
breath bore testimony to the deep interest 
which he took in its concerns. In the de- 
cease also of our first vice-president, Mr. 
William Bostwick, your board have to la- 
ment the loss ef a pious and zealous mem- 
ber, one of the first managers of the so- 
ciety—a member whose heart was always 
with us, when sickness and infirmities pre- 
vented him from sharing in our councils. 
These dispensations bring with them se- 
rious and solemn lessons. They admonish 
us of the near approach of another scene 
of things—a scene in which each of us shall 
have to render gn account of the talents 
committed to our trust, for the glory of 
our Maker and the good of our fellow-men. 

In the past year, calls for books have 
been made by five of the counties in union 
with us, Madison, Otsego, Herkimer, Cay- 
uga, and Oneida. The parish of Batavia, 
Gennesee county, has also purchased of us 
books to the amount of $ 22 50: 23 Bibles 
and Testaments, and 219 Prayer Books, 
have been sold and distributed, making a 
total for the year of 242 volumes; and of 
1885 since the commencement of the so- 
ciety. Our disposable funds not justifying 
larger purchases, the issues of books have 
fallen short of former years, and been en- 
4irely inadequate to the applications for 
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aid from various quarters. These applica- 
tions are repeated and earnest, and will 
keep pace with the progress of population 
and the anxiety to procure the means of 
religious knowledge and improvement in 
the western regions. Your board, there- 
fore, cannot forbear at this time to ex- 
press the concern they feel at beholding 
the apathy and indifference displayed by 
several of the parishes, notwithstanding 
the call made upon them in relation to 
the interests of this association. While 
we acknowledge with gratitude the con- 
tinued and zealous exertions of many of 
our members, may we not be permitted 
respectfully, but earnestly, to inquire of 
those from whom nothing has been re- 
ceived, whether they can close their hands 
or steel their hearts to the pressing wants 
of the spiritually destitute, and yet remain 
blameless? Let them contrast the abun- 
dance of their own temporal and spiritual 
privileges with the forlorn and wretched 
condition of thousands of their brethren, 
and then estimate the worth of that frigid 
and indifferent plea, ‘‘ I pray thee have me 
excused.” The board have the satisfaction 
to state, that $ 500 towards a permanent 
fund have been invested. They expect 
very shortly to receive a similar sum, (the 
amount of a grant made to the society for 
the same object,) and have taken the ne- 
cessary steps to render it productive. This 
fund, we trust, places the society on a per- 
manent foundation, and authorizes us to 
look forward with hope to the extensive 
benefit which, if carefully cherished, it 
may, at some future day, be the means of 
dispensing. For the information of such 
of our fellow christians as may feel dis- 
posed to contribute to its perpetuity and 
increase its usefulness, we beg leave to 
mention, that the payment of one dollar 
annually, constitutes a person a member 
of the society. The payment of five dollars 
or more, at the time of subscribing, con- 
stitutes a person a member for life, with- 
out further subscription. All monies aris- 
ing from life subscriptions, and donations 
exceeding $5, go into the permanent 
fund, and are not subject to disbursement. 


The interest of the permanent fund, toge-. 


ther with the annual subscriptions and 
contributions under $ 5, is appropriated 
for the purchase of Bibles and Common 
Prayer Books. 

The board therefore, in closing their 
report, earnestly entreat the members of 
this society to promote its interests to the 


utmost of their power, both by their pray. , 


ers for its success, and by encouraging 
subscriptions and contributions among 
their friends. As we have received, may 
we learn to impart mercy. As the Re- 
deemer has been plenteous in compassion 
to us, may we be compassionate for his 
= to our destitute and perishing bre- 
thren 
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The next annual meeting of the society 
will be held at Trinity church, Utica, on 
the 4th Wednesday in September, 1826, at 
half past 6 o’clock, P.M. The Rev. Mr. 
Tiffany was appointed to deliver the ser- 
mon, and the Rev. Mr. Perry was sppoint- 
ed the substitute, in case of failure. 

H. Antuon, Secretary. 





—_——s = 





We copy the following from the Gospel 
Messenger for September. 


Error in Percy's Key to the New Testament. 


Having occasion to refer to an early vo- 
lume of the Quarterly Review, | acciden- 
tally met with a review of Herbert (now 
Bishop) Marsh’s Lectures, pointing out 
an important error in the bishop of Dro- 
more’s Key to the New Testament. On 
turning to my copy, published in Boston, 
1810, | found the error, pp. 33—38. As 
this is one of the books contained in the 
course of ecclesiastical studies established 
by the house of bishops, it may be well to 
publish the reviewer’s note in the Gospel 
Messenger. Whether the error has been 
corrected in subsequent editions, or whe- 
ther there have been such editions, I am 
not informed. I have subjoined the note, 
if you should think proper to publish it. 

PF. 


** Amongst the books recommended by 
Dr. Marsh, is Percy’s Key to the New Tes- 
tament; we therefore take the opportunity 
of pointing out a very remarkable blunder 
in that work, which, strange as it may ap- 
pear, has, we believe, never been noticed. 
It is in a part which professes to give the 
chronology of our Saviour’s ministry, as 
settled by Sir Isaac Newton; and is co- 


NEWTON. 
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pied from Bowyer’s preface to his Conjec- 
tures on the New Testament Sir I. New- 
ton, by considering the date of Christ’s 
baptism, and the five passovers which 
elapsed during his ministry, fixes his pas- 
sion in the 20th year of liberius, A D. 34. 
He adopts another method of proving that 
this was the true year. It is known from 
the gospels, that the passion was on a Fri- 
day,* and also on the day before the pass- 
over: accordingly he computes the pass- 
overs for the years of our Lord from 31 to 
36, inclusive, (these being the only years 
about which there could be any contro- 
versy,) and finds that, in the year 34, the 
day before the passover was a Friday. 
Now Bowyer, by some unaccountable 
oversight, seems to have thought that 
Newton had calculated the exact time of 
all the passovers in Christ’s ministry; he 
accordingly begins his abstract by placing 
first the passover of 31: but soon finding 
that five would carry him beyond the year 
34, and feeling it necessary that his con- 
clusion should come out right, he has ac- 
tually inserted the year 32 twice, and as- 
signed to it two distinct passovers. Still, 
however, this does not avail him; for, by 
separating the subsequent passovers from 
their proper years, he brings out a Wed- 
nesday instead of a Friday, tor the day of 
the crucifixion in the year 34 

‘Gross as this blunder is, it has been 
faithfully copied by Dr. Percy, and passed 
unnoticed through several editions; the . 
chronology being given as Newton’s. We 
earnestly hope to see it corrected in fu- 
ture. 

** To make the matter as clear as pos- 
sible, we subjoin the real scheme of New- 
ton, and the same as it stands misrepre- 
sented in Bowyer and Percy. « 


BOWYER AND PERCY. 





A.D. | A. Tib, | A. D. 
Ist. Passover, (not calculated,) 30 16 31 Wednesday, March 28, 
2d. Wednesday, March 28, 31 17 32 Monday, April 14. 
3d. Monday, April 14, 32 18 32* Friday, April 3. 
Ath. Friday, April 3, 33 19 33 Friday, April 23. 
5th. Friday, April 25, 34} 20 34 Wednesday, April 13. 
0. C. 
Quarterly Review, Il. pp. 21), 216. Am. Ed. 


For the Christian Journal. 
Messrs. EprTors, 

I see leave to offer for insertion in your 
Journal, a few remarks upon a work now 
in a course of publication. They are the 
fruits of no ill will to the work or its con- 
‘ductors, but of a sincere regard for the 
interests of theological science, and for 
the literary reputation of our country. 
The work in question commenced on the 
1st of January last, by the name of the 
Biblical Repertory, or a Collection of 
Tracts in Biblical Literature: by Charles 
Hodge. Princeton press: printed by D, 





A. Borrenstein.—Its plan is to comprise 
essays, principally on biblical criticism 
and interpretation, original, selected; or 
translated. None of the first class have 
as yetappeared. To the selection of ihose 
pieces which have been published, I shall 
at present make no objections; although 
it has not always been the most judicious 
possible. It is the execution of the work, 


the part of the translator and the printer, 
on which I would animadvert. This has, 
from the very commencement, been such 
as to excite the regret, and deserve the 
censure, of all qualified to judge of its 
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demerits. A great deficiency in English 
composition, and a glaring want of ac- 
quaintance with the author, have been re- 
peatedly manifested by the translator; 
while such parts as have escaped his in- 
juries, have been defaced and mangled by 
the printer. This assertion might easily 
be substantiated by proofs from each 
number. For the present, however, I 
shall content myself with an examina- 
tion of a single article in that last pub- 
lished. This is an extract from the work 
of Morus on the Hermeneutics of the 
New Testament, comprising, in the trans- 
lation, 40 pages—(from pp. 395—435.) 
In this brief compass, no less than 76 er- 
rata, apparently typographical, have been 
discovered, many of which «ffect the sense 
of the respective passages, and in some to 
such a degree as almost to render them 
unintelligible. E. g. p. 432, the following 
sentence occurs: * When, therefore, we 
read in 1 John ii. 20, Ye know ail things, 
and have no need that any man should 
teach you, it appears to disagree with that 
proposition here, what is spoken generally 
and «bsolutely which must be understood 
particularly; this appears from the passage 
itself, which relates to false teachers, who 
disseminated heresies.” This is absolute 
nonsense. By a reference to the original, 
it will be found that the translation should 
be pointed and corrected thus: “ When, 
therefore, &c.—it appears to disagree with 
that proposition. Here that is spoken ge- 
nerally and absolutely which must be un- 
derstood particularly ;” &c. So in p. 410 
we read of a dissertation de Cilicismis 
aliisque a punto nove usurpatis,’’: who 
could divine that under ** punto” was con- 
cealed the Apostle Paul ?—read, “a Paulo.” 
In citations, errors, whether of the author 
or of the printer, are of great importance. 
The present piece is vn this score less 
faulty than some in preceding numbers ; 
yet the following occur. 

Page 396, for 2 Cor. ix. 2, r. 2Cor. ix. 5. 
P. 402, for Aschylus, r. by Aschylus. 
P. 409, for 1795—8, r. 1795, 8vo; for 
Einleit, r. Einleit.; for p. 37, r- p. 34 
seqq.; for 11 vol. r. 2 vol. P. 410, for 
Schwarzfleisch, r. Schurzfleisch. P. 411, 
for 1578, r. 1576; for 1533, r. 1735. P. 412, 
for London, 4to, r. London, 1648, 4to. 
P. 413, for Verstiani, r. Vorstiani; for 
1792, r. 1739; for 8vo, r. 4to; for p. 106 
—225, r. p. 116—223. P. 414, for p. 139, 
r. 134; for 1696, r. 1646. P.415, for 1743, 
r. 1643; for De Hellenistica, p. 190, r. de 
Hellenistica, p. 190 seqq. coll. Ep. dedica- 
tor. p. 12 seqq. P 416, for (Crit. Sacrz,) 
r. (Crit. Sac. P. II. c. ii. § v- p. 507-) [Did 
the translator think the reference was to 
the Critici Sacri?] PP. 419, for cnu. 
“SCHOBTGIN, in Horis Heb. et universum 
N. T. r. cur. scuoztrcen, in Horis Heb. 
et Talmud. in universum N. T.; for 1773 
42, r. 1733—42. P, 422, for To. I. 
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r. To. Il. P. 423, for THtor#. xurnozr, 
Auctor, Observationum, r. cHR. THEOPH. 
KUINOEL, author of Observatioues. P. 429, 
for 1 Cor. xi. 10, r. ii. 10. P. 431, for 
p- 15, r.c. 14. (The error in the figures 
is in the Latin copy, but corrected in the 
errata, where there is also a valuable ad. 
ditional reference.) 

Although this last, and some of the pre- 
ceding errors, are owing to the negligence 
of the translator, yet the most part may’ 
be laid to the printer’s charge. But not 
so with those which remain to be noticed: 
for them the translator alone must be ac- 
countable. And Ist, a reprehensible ir- 
regularity and inconsistency in the method 
of citing authorities is observable, Some. 
times part of the title is given in English, 
the rest in Latin; so, p. 401, Werenfel’s 
Opusc. Dissert. xiv. de Stilo, &c.; p. 407, 
Wettstein’s Libellos ad Crisin, &c. It 
would have been much better had all the 
Latin titles been translated. The contrary 
practice has given a motley appearance to 
the text, and oceusionally rendered it ob- 
scure. So, p. 407, “ Thaleman has judged 
differently in his Dissert, de Eruditione 
Pauli, &” the context and the subject 
required that the whole of this title should 
have been translated. Sometimes this de. 
fect is carried even to an absurdity; e. g. 
p- 410, we have Blackwall’s Sacred Clas. 
sics cited by the title of the Latin trans- 
lation. A work which has been translated 
into English, and so extensively circulated 
as Michaelis’ Introduction to the New 
Testament, should not have been cited b 
the German title, (p. 427,) and still less, 
when that title is translated, according to 
the German edition, (p. 413.) The Ger- 
man style of reference, moreover, is too 
brief to be readily understood in a coun- 
try where their literature has obtained 
but an imperfect footing; e.g. Asch S, 
c. Th. 343, (p. 402,) Plut. de A. P. p. 58, 
(id.) Thalemann L. 1769. 4. (p. 407,) are 
almost enigmatic, and become frre | so 
if incorrectly printed, as is frequently the 
case in this essay. The translator has oc- 
casionally amplified the references; but 
this, by its inconsistency, rather confuses 
The omission of 
citations, and parts of €itations, instances — 
of which frequently occur, is reprehen- 
sible, unless notice had been given, and 
the reasons stated, either rally or at 
the time. The same remark applies, but 
with greater force, to the omission of pa- 
ragraphs, sentences, or parts of sentences, 
without notice or objection. Yet this is 
a common practice with our translator. 
Morus and his annotator Eichstadt are 
accustomed not unfrequently to give the 
character of an authority cited, in one or 
more appropriate epithets. These are 





* So, p. 225, (Lat. ed.) Heinsius’ Aristarchus 
ts cited im the ed. * L. B. 1699, fol. emendatic- 
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very generally omitted in the translation, 
to the no small injury of junior students, 
who are thus deprived of the judgment of 
experienced men upon books with which 
themselves are unacquainted, and of the 
assistance which such judgment must af- 
ford in the choice’of references. But this 
license is not confined to such descriptive 
phrases. Whole references are omitted, 
without the least apparent reason, other 
than that of saving type; e.g. those to 
Fabricius and Wolfius, in a note, p. 224. 
(Lat. ed.)—one to Sturz de Dial. Alex. 
p- 231—the notice of Bohl’s work on 
the Hellenistic Dialect, p. 235—the re- 
ferences to Dorn, Rumpe, and Fabricius, 
id.—and many others, some important. 
Passages containing peculiar opinions, elu- 
cidations, additions, &c. are also omitted 
without notice or objection. 

P. 408, * John is purer than Matthew 
or Mark, if we except the Apocalypse, 
which is filled with Hebraisms, &c :” the 
original (part of a note of Eichstadt) is, 
*“* Apocalypsin si excipias, incerti illam 
Auctoris, refertam hebrsismis, &c.”” Now 
the passage omitted certainly has a bear- 
ing on the point in question, and therefore 
should not have been concealed. Was it 
because the sentiment was thought incor- 
rect, or dangerous? Why not, then, in the 
prefatory note, (p. 394,) notice the pecu- 
liarity of Eichstadt’s opinions, and warn 
the reader to be upon his guard? This 
should at any rate have been done, for 
there are no small number of passages in 
the notes of E. upon Morus, dangerous to 
the young and uninformed student. 

P 409, after the references, 15 lines of 
very pertinent matter are omitted. (Lat. 
p. 214. s.) 

P. 414, “ Let them beware lest—they 
understand by it some peculiar dialect.” 
Lat. adds, “‘ eo sensu quo doricam, zoli- 
cam, ionicam, atticam dialectum dici- 
mus.” (p 223.) 

P. 415, the first 9 lines of Eichstadt’s 
note, containing his reasons for discussing 
the subject more at length, are omitted, 
as is also a considerable part of Salmasius’ 
opinion. (Lat. p. 225.) 

P. 416, “‘ Morus embraces the opinion 
of Heinsius, not only in his Hermeneutics, 
but elsewhere,” is an abridgement of 22 
lines of text, and 20 of note. (Lat. p. 
225. s.)—After the words “ and in ch. vi., 
the Hebrews from the Hellenists,” 4 lines, 
by no means irrelevant to the subject, are 
omitted.—Ib. bot. “ the signification— 
which Heinsius would give to it.” Lat. adds, 





ris.” P. 227, “ ponderatis argumentibus—que 
et Salmasius |. c. copiosius atvulit, et Carpzo- 
vius—peranguste refersit,” (tr. “adduced by 
Salmasius and Carpzov.”) P. 236, * Dresigi- 
um, Kappianz sententie doctum defensorem,” 
&e. P. 2535, “ Preifferus—qui rem omnem per 
snicua brevitate dilucidarit,” &c. &c, 
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* Scaligerianam sententiam et tenens cupi- 
dius et multo imprudentius amplificans.” 
P. 417, after the paragraph concerning 
Salmasius, 32 lines of matter, both perti- 
nent and important, are unjustifiably sup- 
pressed; as are also 5 lines introductory 
to the list of authors, in which is noticed 
the part taken in the controversy by Gro- 
tius, L’Empereur, De Dieu, and Maier. 

P. 418, Eichstadt’s note respecting the 
Alexandrine dialect, containing useful ad- 
ditional references, is wanting. 

P. 419, in E.’s note on Latinisms, 9 lines, 
contaiming an essential part of his argu- 
ment, are struck out. (Lat. p. 235.) The 
whole of those on the Persisms, Syraisms, 
and Chaldaisms [not Chaldeeisms, us our 
translator, ] have met with the same fate, 
although at least as useful as any which 
have been left. 

P. 421, the notice of Artemidorus is 
omitted, as is Eichstadt’s note in recom- 
mendation of Arrian. The latter certainly 
should have been retained. 

P. 422, thirty lines of the beginning of 
E.’s note on the apocryphal books, con- 
taining the reasons for consulting them, 
are improperly left out; as are also (pro- 
bably, by accident) the notices of Bendt- 
sen Specimen Exercitatt. and Linde edit. 
Sententiarum Jesu Siracidz. 

P. 432, in the translation, the conclud- 
ing sentence of the first paragraph sadly 
disagrees with what immediately follows, 
inasmuch as the author is made todeny . 
the possibility of giving certain rules, 
and then, without further preface, to pro- 
ceed to giving them. This is the conse- 
quence of the omission of an important 
word, with its corresponding sentence. 
(Lat. “non potest per regulas universe 
describi—Tamen quedam possunt obser- 
vationes dari, adjuvantes hoc studium. 
Quales sunt, &c.” p. 256. 

These, and other similar omissions, are 
justly censurable, since the translator has 
nowhere (so far as my recollection ex. 
tends) given notice of his intention to 
take such liberties with his text. Had 
such an intention been avowed, less con- 
fidence would have been placed in his 
work, but no legitimate complaint could 
have been made. As it is, not only is our 
confidence in him as a translator destroy- 
ed, but our suspicion is excited to degree 
greater, perhaps, than his real transgres- 
sions would deserve. Still, it may be said, 
the judgment of the translator would se- 
cure the reader from any considerable loss, 
and the original author from any grievous 
mutilation. An examination of the exam- 
ples above cited will probably make the 
contrary appear: but if that should fail, 
the manner in which he has rendered that 
part of the original which he has seen fit 
to preserve, would abundantly authorize 
any degree of distrust or suspicion. I will 
notice a few of the mis tions in the 
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article that has been the subject of re- 
mark, classing them, for order’s sake, in 
three divisions: Ist. passages in which 
the sense of the original has been imper- 
fectly given; 2d. where it has been mis- 
represented; and, 3d, where it has been 
flatly contradicted. 

I. The sense of the original has been 
imperfectly given— 

P. 398, “‘ The evident import of the pas- 
sage then is this; to as many as were cer- 
tain of eternal happiness, to them that hap- 

iness was ordained, and they received the 
instruction of Paul.” Lat. (p. 199,) ** Quoé- 
quot certi erant future felicitatis, guibus 
destinata illa felicitas erat, Ai susceperint 
Pauli institutionem.” ‘ They who were 
certain of future happiness, to whom such 
happiness was destined, [this clause being 
expianatory of the former, ] received the 
instruction of Paul.” The difference be- 
tween Morus and his translator is this: 
M. merely expresses the certainty of their 
salvation; his translator designates the 
manner in which it became so. 

P. 403, ** Quid enim non licere sibi pu- 

tavit Horatius, greca Pindari verba ver- 
tens? quid non Lucanus, Seneca tragicus, 
alii?” is thus tamely and imperfectly ren- 
dered : ‘‘ This is done by Horace in tran- 
scribing the Greek words of Pindar, by 
Lucian, by Seneca the tragedian, and some 
others.” Not to comment on the elegance 
of the language, who would not infer from 
the translation, that Horace had deformed 
his Lutinity by the introduction of Pin- 
dar’s Greek in propria forma? 
“ It is in this manner that all which 
is said in the sacred books concerning the 
presence of the Deity in the temples, Afs 
regard er aversion to men—is also found 
in Homer.” The context is treating of 
the prevalence of oriental figures in Gre- 
cian peetry. But what marvel to find 
mention of the regard or av 'rsion of the 
Deity for man, in every language? The 
translator has caused this defect, by mis- 
interpreting the figurative terms of the 
original; ‘omnia, que de Deo, veniente 
ad sacra, vultum avertente aut faciem ad 
homines convertente, in sacris libris legun- 
tur, etiam in Homero exstant.” (P. 2U5.) 
“ Others afterwards, copied Ho- 
mer, and imitated his sublimity.” Orig. 
** Sed hunc Homerum deinde imitati sunt 
cateri, ejusque sublimitatem tragics et lyrici 
poete expresserunt.” (P. 205.) 

P. 402, “ But in the N. T. the chief 
thing, whether in narrating, or in teach- 
ing, or in the discourses of common life, 
is simplicity.” More correctly, “ But in 
the N.T. great simplicity is used in nar- 
- pating, in teaching, and in ordinary trans- 
actions.” 

P. 410, the title of § V. as it stands in 
the translation, is mere tautology. In the 
Latin, the first clause forms the title. 
The rest is an introductory sentence, of 


Vou. 1X 
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which the verb (“ contenderunt igitur”) 
agrees with all the proper nouns which 
foliow. | 

P. 415, “He adds also that they [the 
Hellenists, sc.] adopted trom the Greeks 
the Greek version of the Bible, which the 
Jews of Palestine never used.” A part of 
the Jews of Palestine, according to Sal- 
musius, (to whom this sentence apper- 
tains,) were the Hellenists themselves? 
The Latin sufficiently distinguishes the 
friends and enemies of the Greek version, 
thus: ‘‘Judzi nati nunquam in Palestina 
agnovissent ” 

P. 416, “ It cannot be conceded that all 
the Jews, through all their wide disper- 
sion, in [taly, India, Persia, and other east. 
ern lands, [q ? such as Ita/y ?)} understood 
and commonly used the Grecian language.” 
Two. sentences are thrown into one, by 
which the sense of the original is greatly 
weakened, and partly lost. Morus’ first 
sentence relates to the improbability of 
one language being used throughout the 
world. ** Concedi nullo modo potest, istam 
hellenisticam linguam Judeis omnibus, per 
totum terrarum orvem dispersis, sub quo-* 
cunque tandem aére vel quocunque in loco 
degerent, communem fuisse linguam, quum) 
verbis exprimere mentis cogituta vellent.”” 
His second, to the improbability of the 
Hellenistic language being used where Greek 
was unknown. ‘ Concedi non potest, Ju. 
dzos, v.c. in Perside et in India natos, aut 
in Itahia et aliis Occidentis partibus [tr. 
eastern lands / /| genitos et educatos, in. 
quibus nullas esset apud plebem graca: 
linguz usus, istam grecam linguam usur- 
pavisse.” P. 228. - : 


P. 417, ‘If the be used.” The imme- 


diate antecedent is * the Hellenistic lan- 


guage.” Lutin, * quamvis incommoda es 
set appellatio.” 

P. 419, “ Chaldeeisms. To this belongs 
the use of remission of debt, for forgiveness 
of sins. On this consult Buxtort’s Lexi- 
con.” The reader, who is not accustomed 
to the agreement of a singular relative 
with a plural antecedent, may need to 
consult the original to learn that Buxtorf’s 
Lexicon is to be consulted, not to ascer- 
tain the sense of the phrase * remission of 
debt,” but to obtain instances of Chalda- - 
isms. ‘* De his consulendus est, &c.” 

—— “ From these things, it is evident 
that the style of the New Testament is far 


from being perfectly pure.” A part, but 


not the whole, of Morus’ idea. “ Intelij- 
gitur—sermonem N. T. guamdam esse véee- 
luti mixtionem permultarum linguarum, ésto 
tempore usitatarum, nihilque veritis esse 
eo, quod supra de impuritate stili illius 
diximus.” P. 238. 

P. 421, “John Schweighaeuser, a new 
editor of Polybius.” Lat. “ Job. Schiweig- 
haeusero, novissimo Polybii editore.” 

P. 424, ** KaraCoan ca@rspuctos, if inter- 
preted from the Greek maraCanasy cats- 
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#2, means to scatter seed in the fields.” 
Any schoolboy might correct this passage, 
by referring the given signification, not to 
the noun, but to the verb, as is done in the 
original; where the learned reader will 
al 20 additional clause, which will give 
to the context a complete sense, that may 
be in vain looked for in the translation. 

Perhaps, of all the instances of confused 
construction and imperfect sense observ- 
able in this essay, the most complete oc- 
curs in p, 430, at the commencement of 
the paragraph, The passage is too long 
to enter into a detailed examination of its 
defects; I shall, therefore, merely endea- 
vour to give a more correct translation of 
the original, which may be compared with 
the former, or with the Latin, at leisure. 

* Inalogy of faith, or sacred doctrine, 

for aisis (faith) 1s often used to express 

¢ whole body of Christian doctrine,) is 
a technical expression, in which .dnalogy 
ig.used in the same manner as when we 
speak of the Analogy of law. When, in 
the interpretation of a doubtful point of 
law, we inquire what sense is most agree- 
able to analogy, our object is from clear 
points, from certain law, from evident 
propositions, to explain and define that 
which was ambiguous. In like manner 
the analogy of faith and doctrine consists 
in the whole system of religion as it is 
plainly taught in Scripture. In this defi- 
nition, (which is that of Ernesti,) by ‘ the 
whole system of religion,’ should, I think, 
be understood ‘ a compendious abstract of 
all religious doctrine,” &c. Lat. p. 253. 

P. 432, “It was very common among 
profane. authors, (although they thought 
and: wrote with skill and accuracy,) when 
not professionally speaking on doctrinal 
subjects, to employ expressions not strict- 
ly correct, but which were to be under- 
stood in a sense consistent with their opi- 
nions, when stated with more precision.” 
The following is a more accurate transla- 
tion of the original. “ And indeed all au- 
thors, as well profane as sacred, even the 
most elegant and those who think and 
write with the greatest accuracy, when 
they compose an elementary treatise or 
compendious system, and do not profess. 
edly treat of any one particular, take it 
for granted that their readers have attain- 
ed a knowledge of the first principles and 

neral outlines of the subject. Conse- 
quently, they sometimes depart from that 
precise and cautious mode of expression 
which initiatory instruction would require, 
and indulge in more popular and less ac- 
curate forms of speech, requiring such to 
be interpreted consistently with the for- 
mer.” P. 255. 

—— ‘fr is plain that there ought to 
be in the Christian church, men learned 
in religion.” Q.? might not this be the 
case, and yet “ doctores religionis,” alias 
Christian ministeys, be wanting ? 
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But I proceed to the second class. 

Passages wherein the sense of the ori-- 
ginal is misrepresented :— 

P. 397, * lt (the Hebrew) does not, like 
it (the Greek) connect the sentences by. 
particles, but usually by the copulative 
wat.” The sense of the original would be. 
better expressed thus. “ Its sentences are 
not, like those of the Greek, compounded: 
by the aid of particles, but produced 
singly, and connected with the copulative 
xat.” As was is 4 particle, there would, in. 
reality, be no difference between the Greek 
and Hebrew, according to the first trans- 
lation. 

P. 402, “ Sophocies. Antig. 517, calls. 
two brothers ouecmaayyvovs. And thus 
also the Hebrews use it. Lat. “ Sophos. 
cles—fratres go rm+nos, gui commun? ex 
utero prodierunt, appellat oucca@rayyvous. 
Neque aliter Hebrz: viscera dicunt de ute. 
ro materno.” By this mutilation, and a 
wrong connection of a quotation from Plu- 
tarch with this instead of the preceding 
paragraph, a sense entirely different from 
that of the original is given. 

P. 406, ‘‘ Lastly, many things are re- 
lated in the sacred books, which require 
such a style.” Lat. “ denique quod mul- 
ta commemorari possunt, propter quz ta- 
le genus orationis in libris sacris adbiberi 
consentaneum ac necessarium fuit.” Quam. 
impar ! 

P. 407, “ For Josephus, though a Pha- 
risee, was skilled in Grecian learning, and 
probably wrote in Greck.” A modest: he- 
sitancy of assertion! The modesty, how- 
ever, unfortunately belong: to the trans- 
lator, not to Morus, who roundly affirms. 
that Josephus wrote “in good Greek !” 
“ probabili sermone greco.” I wonder 
that the translator did not (p. 405, top) 
require that persons citing from Greck 
writers, should first inquire whether “ it 
was probable that they wrote in Greek,” 
since Morus’ phrase is, “‘ an—pure scrip- 
sissent ac probabiliter;” (p. 209.) He 
seems, however, to have some doubts as 
to this passage, and therejore leaves the 
word out altogether. 

P.411, “the controversies did not ap- 
pear before Seb. Pfochen, whose book the 
author has recommended.” Eichstadt knew 
better than to represent his friend and 
master as recommending a worthless book ; 
he merely speaks of his having cited it: 
* laudavit.’ 

P. 413, “John Leusden, in a singular 
little book,” in which the title is (I sus- 
pect) the principal singularity. “A single 
book” is generally thought to be the mean- 


ing of “ libello singular.” 

5 415, The translator, by the help of 
numerals, and a shight omission, has con-- 
trived to make three opinions out of two. 
Eichstadt expressly states the last to be 
but a modification of the first. “ Light- 
footus—Heinsii, decessoris sui, sententi- 
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- explicatius <ieclarandam ratus, &c.” 
. 225. 

P. 416, “ In the stricter sense, it (the 
word éranZev) is apphed to those who 
cultivate the more polite Grecian learn- 
ing.” Lat. “ strictiore significatu, de eo, 
qu! zmulatione et studio grecz lingua est 
Scienlissimus, qui politius linguz grece 
genus, quod Atticorum erat, sectatur.” 

P. 418, “ The Alexandrine dialect de- 
notes those provincialisms which the Alex- 
andrines used instead of pure Greek.” 
Orig. “In the literary history of the Greek 
language, the term Alexandrine dialect de- 
notes the provincialisms of the Alexandri- 
ans, who, these excepted, used pure Greek.” 

w—— “a curious book without a date.” 
About as curious as Leusden’s was “ sin- 
gular!” Lat. “ peculiari libri,” “ a se- 
parate book.” 

P. 424, “from the Greek the import 
(of the phrase a@obvnexsiy ey dpapriasc) 
will be, to die by violence, us qne taken 
when committing a robbery and slain.” 
Lat. “ denotabit simpliciter, discedere e 
vita in ipso delicto, in ipso facinore ;” * it 
will denote, to die in the very act of sin, in 
the very crime, as one taken, &c.” 

P.429, “omnipotent,” Lat.  omnipra- 
sens ;” and p. 434, “omnipresent,” Lat. 
“* omnipotens.” 


I now come to the third class of mis- 
translations ; 

Those in which the sense of the original 
is flatly contadicted. 

{ can scarcely execute this part of my 
plan with decent gravity; it shall, how- 
ever, be attempted. 

P. 401, In illustration of the fact that 

hrases in the New Testament may be 
ebraistic, i.e. derived from the He- 
brew, and yet found in classic authors, 
the following remark is made. ‘* Thus 
also, when we were tyros at the school 
and wrote Latin, we formed much of it 
from our vernacular tongue, which is like- 
wise the case with many approved writ- 
ers”!!! viz. Cicero, Virgil, &c. wrote 
Latin framed on the model of their verna- 
cular tongue, which yet (0 mirabile !) 
was good Latin! But Morus, in sober 
earnest, says, ‘‘e vernaculis multa facia- 
mus latina, quz etiam in probatissimis 
scriptoribus reperiantur :” ‘‘ we intro- 
duced many phrases drawn from our ver- 
nacular tongue, which yet might be found 
in good (Latin) authors.” 

P. 404, ‘“‘ With these (the Greek come- 
dies,) if the choruses be exempted [ex- 
cepted ?] we may compare the language 
of the New Testament. There are also a 
few things in the remaining fables of Aris- 
tophanes, which might have a similar bear- 
ing.’ Few of my readers, I expect, will 
have heard of this other Aristophanes, who 
wrote fables, or of the aptness of his writ- 
ings to illestrate the N.T. Perhaps Mo- 
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rus can assist us. He says; * Quamquam 
ego arbitror, e fabulis Aristophanicis, 
quz nobis superstites sunt solz, fore per- 
pauca, quz referri huc aliquo modo pos- 


sent.” In plain English, * Nevertheless, 
I give it as my judgment, that in the 
pieces (comedies sc.) of Aristophanes, 


which are the only ones left us, there are 
very few things that can in any manner be 
brought to bear upon the subject.” Ri- 
sum teneatis, amici? 

P.407, ‘They might, indeed, have been 
taught to understand and explain the Scrip- 
tures or the law, or been instructed in the 
Jewish schools.” Lat. ‘‘ne judaice qui- 
dem docti sic, ut a puero per magistros 
intelligendz et explicande scripture aut 
legis facultatem acceperint, aut rhetoricis 
adeo scholis fuerint instituti.” “ Th 
were not even so far instructed in Jewish 
learning, as in their childhood to have 
acquired the faculty of understanding, and 
interpreting the Scriptures or the law, 
nor at all improved by rhetorical instruc- 
tions.” 

P. 430, bot. “ This rule of faith, which, 
though it might have differed from ours, 
wus the analogy of doctrine, may be learned 
from—Rosenmuller.” Lat. ** What this 
rule of faith was, and how it differed from 
the analogy of doctrine which we are now 
considering, may be learned, &c.” P. 254, 

I had intended to have noticed several 
passages in which affirmations are renders 
ed more direct, or vice versa, and to have 
given some criticisms upon the English 
composition, but the great length to which 
I have already digressed prevents the. I 
will conclude by expressing my belief that 
the respectable name given in the title- 
page of the work has had no share in this 
essay, or in others of equal pretensions. 
I do not believe that even the translator 
himself could have made ali the bhinders 
noticed, in cool deliberation. Many,doubt- 
less, must be imputed to his haste, and 
the admission of all, to the negligence of 
the conductor of the work. Whether such 
haste and negligence, not at all improved 
by the manual execution, deserve the pub- 
lic patronage, is a question which I leave 
the public to decide. U.U, 


For the Christian Journa?. 


Review of the Attacks on Bishop Ravens. 
crofi, and of the Bible Society Controversy 
at the South. 


Our readers have learnt froma former ar- 
ticle in this Journal, thet the excellent bishop 
of the diceese of North-Cuarolina has been at- 
tacked for his manly and ingenuons discourse 
preached before the Bible Society of that State ; 
and we-have now to inform them that these 
attacks, with the replies, &c. have assumed the 
shape of a full controversy. From our heart 
bid * God speed” to t!.at venerable pre- 
late, we cannot withhold the expression of our 
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good wishes. And, as we trust he has the good 
wishes of our readers in general, we should be 
gl. ‘o present them with a fall account of his 
labours in the csuse of the church: but to do 
this, the arguments of his opponents should also 
be stated; ali which would require the embo- 
dying of the whole controversy in oar Review. 
his is obviously incompatible with the limits 
of an article in the Journal: nay, it would 
searcely be understood without perusing the 
original pamphlets. We shall therefore present 
only a brief notice of the controversy ; and add 
a few remarks as « token of the interest telt in 
this quarter, for the eontinued triumph of sound 
principies in a sister dinevse 
1. Th. request of the North-Carolina Bible 
Societs , that Bishop Rav nseroft, would preach 
on one of their anniversaries, was every way 
singular; for his opinion of such societies was 
well enoagh known. Wh-t were the motives 
of such a requesi we pretend net to say. But 
the ditenmma in which it placed Bishop Ravens- 
croft was a peculiar one If he should decline 
prevching the sermon, he would commit an 
Overt act agvinst a mighty and popular institu. 
tion, ed must bear all the odium and all the 
misrepes: ntation that would of course follow 
the conte uning of an honour offered by so con- 
spicucus a public favourite: this would hardly 
do; nor did those who asked his services, know- 
ing the predic»m: nt in which they piaced him, 
deserve such a self-sacrifice. Lf, on the other 
hand, he should agree to preach the sermon, 
he cust, in candour, declare that he held prin- 
ciples diffevent from those h: was then expect- 
ef! to dvoeat’: this also would lead to odium 
and misvepresentation, »s in fact it has done. 
The hishop .dopte:! the bolder course, and that 
was the right one. He preached the sermon 
rejueste’—expounding his views of the plau- 
sible maxim of * the Bible without note or com- 
men’ —expounding those views very ably; and 
thus he threw himscIt and his evuse on the ean- 
dour of the religious public. That publie ap- 
roves entirely the energetic choice he made 
in a» alternative so unpleasant: and not a few 
of that public are beginning to see, as he sees, 
the fallacy of some of the prineiples counte- 
nanced by Bible Societies.—If those who asked 
Bisbop evaneereht to preach on this oceasion 
had any sinister motives in so doing, we hope 
they have had a lesson. 'f their motives, though 
weak, were pure—founded on the soft and 
sweei hope thai their miid compliment would 
overpower the bishop’s settled and conscien- 
tious prin: iples—w hy then too, we hope that 
they. an’ «fl like them, have had a lesson, 
Lessons, however, are unpalatable in man- 
hood as well as in hoyhood. The Bible Society 
in North-C'arolina telt very uneasy after the 
bishop’s frank sermon. Even newspapers vent- 
ed thir high dispiessure that » pr-seher, not 
a volunteer but literally pressed into the ser- 
vice, should declore his own anacceptsble opi- 
nions. instesd of pouring forth the of-course- 
expected eulogiums on their of-course-all-wor- 
thy society. But Bishop Ruvenseroft, in an- 
swer to the newspapers, hinted at the dilemma 
in which the munagers had placed him, his 
senti:nents in the c se being far from anknown. 
—-A correspondence on minor topics ensued 
between a reverend Presbyterian professor and 
dhe bishop. in which the prolesser tells the 
bishop, ‘it is not best for you, sir, it is not best 
that this pamphlet should appear ;” and again, 
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“ | take no delight in this warfare; but I hold 
myself to be a thoroughly honest man, and no 
one must «assert, or seem to assert the con- 
trary. If let quite alone, J] am both peaceable 
and harmless.” Well might Bishop Ravens- 
croft reply, “I am gMeved at the dictatorial 
style assumed in your letters.” 

The main controversy consists of attacks on 
the leading proposition of Bishop Ravenscroft’s 
sermon, and his answers. That proposition is 
thus stated by the bishop—* the principle re- 
cognized and acted upon by this, »nd other 
Bible Societies, that the Seriptuves are exrclu- 
sively sufficient for their own interpretation, is 
unfounded and dangerous, aud ultimately sub- 
versive of all revealed religion.” This, though 
a true, is a strong asscriion; and the bishop’s 
opponents allow it, of «curse, no quarter. Yet 
we think their efforts agamst this main point 
are but feeble; they rather turn from it to col- 
lateral questions—the authority of the Fathers 
in interpreting the sacred text—the opinions 
of eminent English writers concerning this au- 
thority of the Fathers—&e &e. A critic in the 
“ Literary and “vangelical Magazine” takes 
Bishop Ravenscroft to task for every thing he 
has printed—even for » farewell discourse to 
his former parishioners in Virginia, because be 
enjoins sound churehmanship upon them!— 
even for some remarks on Unritarians, because 
they are couched in strong langusge! Lati- 
tude, wide latitude, seems to be that critic’s 
forte, presuming him to be also the author of 
the ** Pamphleteer, or Lrenicum :”—any thing 
and every thing that the English or American 
Episcopal Church has ever done to the displea- 
sure of dissenters—ans thing and every thing 
that dissenters may hve ever said that that 
ehurch has done amis.—yes—any thing else 
—all, oll come witlin the scope of “ eyes that 
are in the ends of the carth”—aH, all furnish 
topics of declamation for his mild and decorous 
quill. But we forbear; alas, the said critic may 
turn bis omnivorous teeth upon poor Miles. 

2. The grest difficulty in controverting Bible 
Soeiety principles is to prove those principles 
home upon those societies. They have no au- 
thorized * creeds or confessions” Of course, 
what one of their orators may say, another 
may unsay; and what a// their orators ma 
say, the society, as such, has never said. ‘Their 
case is not unlike that of the Unitarians: call 
them Socinians, they answer, we are only 
Arians; call them Arians, they answer, we 
are only Semi-*rians; call them Semi-Arians, 
they answer, we have no creed or confession 
at all—In this slippery state of our argument 
with Bible Societies, we can only request of 
them—v#nd we thnk our petition far from un- 
reasonahle—that what they bear plaeicly from 
their orstors, they will not disavow with il! hu- 
mour when urged against them by controvert- 
ists—tor, if they ss. that they sllow such 
speeches merely to excite the puile to contri- 
bute, thst thus more Bibles may be spread, 
they avow they do evil that good may come. 
Now—one of the great and grand assertions 
to which they often and often hsten, with glow- 
ing serenity, and with more glowing triumph, 
is—that the Seriptures, into whose hands so- 
ever they come, are in each and every case 
sufficient for their own sufficient interpretation. 

To return to Bishop Kavenseroft. He has 
frankly, and we think justly declared—that 
‘*the principle recognized and acted upon by 
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Bible Societies, that the Seriptures are exrclu- 
sively suflicient for their own interpretation, is 
unfounded antl dangerous, and ultimetely sub- 
versive of all revealed religion.” ‘Che bishop 
might have presented the Bible Society prin- 
ciple in stronger colours; for it is nothing Jess 
than that the translated Seriptures are execlu- 
sively sufficient for their own interpretation in 
the hands of persons who can barely read 
them, nay, of persons so illiterate as to require 
others to read for them. Now, let our readers 
oe @ moment, and examine coolly this Bible 
Society principle, and the principles on which 
it Is contradicted. We do not say that Chris- 
tians who have received and are receiving sa- 
eved instruction, may not read the Bible for 
their farther and more continual edification: 
far from it, to such especially is “ all seripture 
profitable for Coctrine, reproof,” &e.: but with 
this case the Bible Society principle, of no 
help being required, “ no note or comment,” 
has nothing to do; the help, the note, the 
comment, sre furnished by the instruction 
given. Nor do we say, that the Bible alone 
will in no degree be useful to the humblest and 
most ignorant: God forbid! Neither do we 
say, that God will not forgive the errors into 
which such persons may fall by being their 
own interpreters, when no help is accessible : 
nothing is farther from our thoughts. But we 


do sxy—that, when the help of pastors, or of 


good Christian books (the Prayer Book for 
one) is accessible, it onght not to be rejected 
—nor should Bible Societies countenance any 
principle whatever which may, even indirectly, 
induce men tOreject such help. The ignorant 
should ask the help of the learned in such mat- 
ters, as they should, and in fact do, in almost 
every thing else that requires the exercise ot 
cultivat-d powers of mind. Such was the rule 
in the Jewish church ; “ the priests’ lips kept 
knowledge, and the people sought the law at 
their mouth.” And, in the present age, when 
every Christian denomination is endeavouring 
to increase the learning and intellectual attain- 
ments of its clergy, cun it be that the effort is 
all for nothing—that, after all, the people are 
not to seek the Gospel from them, but inter- 
pret it fir themselves! What then but tinsel, 
or something worse, is the principle either 
openly or tueitly encouraged by Bible Societies 
in general? And why should Bishop Ravens- 
croft, or any other bishop, or those who think 
and act with them, be denounced, for asserting 
in honest language what others may disavow in 
words, yet actually maintain by their efforts to 
edueate clergymen? Does not every theologi- 
cal seminsry prove what Bishop Ravenseroft 
asserts, that the translated Bible must be ex- 
pounded by the help of extraneous learning,— 
and that those whose avocations exclude them 
from this learning, should receive its benefits 
from those whose very avocation it is to acquire 
it? Let our readers view the case in its undis- 

ised colours, and then say, whether Bishop 

obart and Bishop Ravenscroft merit the de- 
nunciations heaped upon them for the stand 
they have made against the plausille maxims 
of societies of an almost overwhelming popula- 


rity. 

We hope that none of our readers will be so 
silly as to take offence at our distinction be- 
tween ministers and people: we do not say 
that privatc Christians are incompetent to the 
stary of the Bible, but only that those who are 


*. 
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largely proficient in sacred knowledge, can stu- 
dy and teach it to much greater advantage— 
and that Bible Society speakers ought not to 
insinuste the contrary. We also hope none will 
be so weak as to raise objections on the score 
of the “ rights of individual judgment ;” there 
are such rights, but they have never yet been 
very accurately defined ; any man has a right 
to sow his land without ploughing it—or to 
build a house on a quicksand—or to reject help 
in studying his Bible, though he has learnt al- 
most nothing else without more or Jess help 
from parents, teachers, employers, friends : 
but how far God will prosper any such exer- 
cises of private rights is another question, and 
one which might possibly be discussed with 
advantage at Bible Suciety meetings. 

Bishop Ravenscroft opposes the Bible So- 
ciety maxim—that the translated Scriptures 
are alone sufficient for every body—as un- 
founded, as dangerous, and as ultimately sub- 
versive of all revealed religion. 

It is unfounded. ‘* The priests’ lips should 
kecp knowledge” (so said Malachi), they should 
make sacred knowledge their prefession ; like 
Timothy, they should “ meditate upon these 
things, and give themselves wholly to then” 
(so said St. Paul): and, as the other classes of 
society cannot do this, they cannot be expected 
to understand their Bible so completely. The 
people should therefore, with reasonable confi- 
dence, seek the Gospel from their pastors’ 
mouth, just as they do medical or legal advice 
from the other professions. Doubtless there is 
much in Christianity which the most ignorant 
who are brought up Christians, may understand . 
without the perpetual help of their pastors—as 
there are also some medical prescriptions and 
some legal rules pretty generally known. Yet 
how often do men smart for it after dabbling in 
the two latter professions? and can it be sup- 
posed that their attempts will be a whit more 
infallible in the sacred profession? In which of 
the three divisions of human interests is there 
most at stake! in which therefore should the 
best accessible information be most eage 
sought !|— Unfounded then, in either Seripture 
or reason, is the maxim, that the translated 
Bille may be sufficiently well interpreted by 
each and every one who takes it in hand. 

It is also dangerous. Dangerous to the soul; 
because he who adopts an error (as will be the 
case with most ignorant or half-informed self- 
interpreters), when there are means of avoid- 
ing it, must answer for his error; “if ye were 
blind, ye should have no sin; but now ye say, 
We see, therefore your sin remaineth.” Dan. 
gerous to sound doctrine; for there will be as 
many modifications of doctrine ss there are 
self-interpreters. Duwngerous to unity; no de- 
nomination could keep its flocks in peace or to- 
gether, if the grand self-sufficient principle 
tacitly or openly countenanced by Bible Socie- 
ties were actually allowed its full ion. 
But the anniversary speakers of these institu- 
tions take good care not to put their rhetoric 
into practice: pulpits,; end conferences, and 
prayer-meetings, and revivels, keep up the in- 
fluence of the clergy; while lectures from re- 
verend theological professors, and pastoral let- 
ters of the General Assembly (however flatly 
contradicted the next year) keep up the in- 
fluence of “ creeds and confessions :” and thus, 
after the right of interpretation is, in one 
scene, offered to the people, the exercise of 
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that right is, in other scenes, quietly kept.in 
the possession of those who made the offer. 
That the people submit passively to this ma- 
nagement, slows that they do not feel much 
confidence in their own interpreting powers. 
Much as they relish a plausible compliment, 
they sre too sincere to act upon it; when 
brought to the test, they fee! that they must 
seek the Gospel from the mouth of their pas- 
tors.—Still, the principle, in itself, is danger- 
ous; and nothing counteracts the danger but 
pulpits and prayer-meetings, lectures and let- 
ters, &e.—together with the good sense and 
conscientious feelings of the Christian public. 

It is moreover ultimately subversive of all 
revealed religion. As Bishop Ravenscroft weil 
remarks—and udduces in farther iNustration 
an extract from Bishop Jebb—religion may be 
divid: d into natural doctrines, and doetrines pe- 
culiar to revelation; the natural dactrines con- 
tained in the Bible are most readily under- 
stood, besause humsn resson almost antici- 
pates them; while the doctrines peculiar to 
revelation are above human reason, and there- 
fore not always cleur, and sometimes very ob- 
secure. Now, if the Bible present itself alone 
for the interpretation of a plain man, he will 
dwell most on the plain parts of it, thet is, on 
the doctrines of natural religion; while the 
more exalted truths (all aid of pastors, friends, 
and books, being precluded by the very terms 
of the argument) will seem abstruse and unin- 
viting, «nd probahly be held in little aecount. 
If such a state of things should become general, 
and grow worse for an age or two, all that is 
distinctively revealed religion (the full, and 
innate depravity, the atonement by « Saviour 
truly divine, and the new creation of the heart 
by a truly divine Spirit, the Trinity) would 
be subverted. These ill effects of Bible Society 
maxims are indeed avoided in great measure, 
thus far, by the influence of the elergy and of 
ereeds and confessions, which, as we showed 
above, prevent the self-interpreting principle 
from being carried into extensive practice. Yet 
we can adduce at leust two instances of the sort 
of mischief anticipated by Bishop Ravenseroft. 
The first we name with unfeigned sorrow, and 
with all christian respect for the denomination 
at large—it is the Socinian party among the 
Quakers: rejecting extraneous help, and the 
aids of learning, end interpreting the translated 
Bible by only 'ts more obvious doctrines, those 
of natural religion—where are they—where is 
their Christianity! Our second instance is the 
(so called) Unitarian sect: they have learning 
enough; but they employ it for the express 
purpose of disfiguring and if possible cancelling 
the obscure parts of Scripture, and then mag- 
nifying its plain parts, the doctrines of mere 
nature and reason, into the sum total of reli- 
gion. In both these cases, the Sociniay Quakers 
and the Unitsrians, we see a terrible illustra- 
tion of the Bible Society principle, of making 
the less recondite portions of the sacred vo- 
lame sufficient for our faith, And justly does 
Bishop Ravenscroft oppose that principle as 
ultimately subversive of all revealed religion. 

Let Bible Society eulogists and orators only 
examme the principle they so loudly and so 
enthusiastically defend—th:t the plain portions 
ef the Bible will suffice for plain people without 
the other portions—what less does it imply, 
thay that a part of the word of God will do in- 
stead of the whole ? and what is this but caying 
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that God has revealed more than was necessary 
—in other words, that he has in this case done 
something (almost) in vain? How does this 
agree with the declaration that “‘ad/ seripture 
is profitable for either doctrine, or reproof, or 
correction, or instruction in righteousness,” 
with neither of which the Christian may dis- 
pense! Nay more; when, though the entire 
volume of Seripture be distributed, the re» 
ceivers of it are encouraged to rest contented 
with those parts which they can best under 
stand—is there not a near approach at least to 
the sin and the peril of “‘diminishing from the 
word commanded,” —of ‘taking away from the 
words” of revelation, which if “any man” do, 
** God will take away his part out of the book 
of life, and out of the holy city?” (See Deut. 
iv. 2.; Rev. xxii. 19.) Speaking candidly, and 
rejecting all illusive explainings and explain- 
ings-away, does the grest principle of Bible 
Society advocates differ much from the dis- 
memberment of the volume of truth? The 
do not indeed define what portions of it eac 
reader may do without; but some portion or 
portions every one not deeply learned, they in- 
timate, may leave unread and unnoticed, and 
not make up the deficiency by receiving pas- 
toral instruction—all without injury to his faith, 
without risk to his soul! 

That the plainer parts of Seripture, as inter- 
preted by each and every one, are snfficient 
for a Christixn, is, if rightly viewed, one of the 
most alisolutely void propositions ever seriously 
maintained. For, who is to determine what ze 
plain, and what obscure? and donot some of 
the pleinest parts need expounding, to make 
them agree with what seems recondite /-One 
person, of a gloomy turn, and constitutionally 


predisposed to Calvinism, «wells on such a pas- | 


sage as Rom. ix. 11. (tlie children, Esau and 
Jacob, being not yet born, neither having done 
good or evil, that the purpose of God aceording 
to election might stand, not of works, but of 
him that calleth, &c.) and deems it «n infallible 
proof of absolute unconditional personal elec- 
tion. We tell him that all this is meant of a 
national preference of the posterity of Jacob 
over that of Esau, of the Edumites serving the 
Israelites. Expound as you please, he answers 
—here is a plain passage, in which St. Paul 
declares that Esau, before he was born, was 
hated and damned, and Jacob loved and saved ; 
tis plain enough Excellent, cries the Calvin- 
ist; 1 glory in Bible Society maxims.—-So do 
1, exclaims in turn the Pelagian (Unitarian). It 
is written—and I offer the passage to all of a 
mild, sweet, self-sutisficd temper—that by works 
a man is justified, and not by faith only ; and 
though, in Heb. xi. it is said that Abraham and 
Rahab did various good things through faith, 
yet in James ii. it is plainly declared that it 
was by works that they weve justified. Stop, 
vain reader of Scripture, we ery—there are 
other passages which must not be contradicted. 
No, answers the Pelagian; | have nothing to 
do with the obscure declarations of our being 
justified by faith; this plain passage tells me 
we are justified by works, and that is enough. 
1 like Bible Society maxims quite as well as 


you do, Mr. Calvinist: to you and me, who 
make the most of single texts which seem plain 
when taken alone, Bible Society maxims give 
a great sdvantage over our brethren who take 
so much pains to study, and inquire, and re- 
flect, that they may draw a well-balanced 
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preed from Scripture: let you and I then make: 
the most of this advantage; do you take, your 
chance with the plain readers. of Seripture, 
and 1 will take my chance, and we cun. say, 
with Uncle Toby to the fly, “the world [of 
half-thinking readers] is. wide enough tor us: 
both” — hk of us cun fill our ranks with pro- 
selytes by the help of Bible Society maxims,— 
"Frue, exclaims the Episcopalian; but what be- 
comes of me? I am for well-digested doctrines; 
urging mento correct their constitutional gloom, 
or their constitutional placidness, | would have 
them believe every part of Scripture—ex- 
pounding obscur? passages by every help God 
has given—and if plain passages seem to con- 
tradict these, then they require expounding 
also ;—the easy and the hard Scriptures must 
both be expounded, thst the “ proportion of 
faith” may be preserved, as St. Paul directs: 
in- short, we Episcopalians esteem the inter- 
preting of the Bible to be a delicate and deeply 
eenseientious work, a work requiring the best: 
efforts of the best heads and hearts thet Ged 
has enlightened by talent and education, and 
purified by grace. What then am J to do for 
proselytes? for I like not empty walls any bet- 
ter than you Calvinists and Pelagians—and still 
less do I like to see the trath sacrificed to po- 
pular opinions: will your Bible Society max- 
ims help my cautious system? No, brother, 
they both whisper; your creed loses, while 
either of ours will gain, by the rhetoric of these 
societies——Why then should I join them ?— 
Dear brother, beloved brother, sweet fellow- 
Christian, join our societies, come to hear our 
delightful anniversary orations—throngh the 
disinterested motive of charity and love! 

Passages apparently plain are often really 
obscure; as where we are told to hate our re- 
latives. in order to be Christ’s disciples; «also, 
the direction to turn the other cheek to him 
who smites us. Passages apparently plain some- 
times disagree with other p apparently 

lain; as in those which assert that we are jus- 
tified by faith only, “not of works, lest any 
man should boust,” compared with these whic 
affirm that we are “justified dy works.” In 
these and many other cases, there is absolute 
grammatical plainness, yet much obscurity in 
the mesning, till it is explained —There are 
also some passages which seem plain to those 
who understand words in only their modern 
sense; as that which speaks of the ordaining 
of Timothy “ with the laying on of the hands 
of the preabytery.? How many thousand ho- 
nest Presbyterians quictly take it for granted 
that it was a presbytery such as those they live 
under! Duly explained, the word means only 
an assemblage of clergymen ; «nd among them 
was at least one apostle or bishop (see 2 Tim. 
i..6;) nay, all the clergy who ordained Timo- 
thy. were probably of that rank. So much for 
passages called plain. 

3- We have ba some emphasis on the ex- 
pression ‘ translated Scriptures” In the ori- 
ginal tongues; and among the people to whom 
those tongues were familiar, the sacred vo- 
lume ht be interpreted with far less diffi- 
culty. Yet even in that case, and when the 
law and the prophets were continually read in 

blic, the people were told to seek the truth 
rom their priests. Both uses of Scripiure 
were prope!—to read it, or hear it resd—and 
also to receive its lessons «s affectionately de- 
tailed by their pestors—Again ; we are in- 


formed that, in the age when the Scriptures 
were generally Ag roe in ts i 
tongues; some who en} t advantage 
“ wrested them to tha on destruction ;” it 
was the “unlearned and unstable” who did so; 
such’ st least is the deeliration of St Peter. 
May we not justly conclude, that by the help 
of the “learned and the stable” this sad issue 
might have been prevented? and are not 
Christian ministers, as a class, as learned and 
as stable in religion as any that can’ be found # 
Exceptions, of course, there will always be; 
but, as a general rule, those who make sacred 
truth their profession will be able to help those 
who donot. And this we have shown was the 
case even when the original tongues-of Serip- 
ture were generally understood. 

How much more is the aid of pastors re- 
quired now—when the Bille is translated from 
languages which have lost their living exist- 
enee, into languages which existed not when 
the Bible was written! Why are the unlearned 
encouraged to rely on their own retations: 
of’ a volume which reaches them through at 
lexst one modern and two dead languages, when 
those who understood the very originals were 
forbit this self-reliance, and were desired to 
seck help from their priests? It will not avail 
to answer—that the Mosaic law being typical, 
the people had to ask the meaning of the ty 
from their pastors—for Christianity is the ful- 
filment of those very types, and it requires 
more study than most people can accomplish, 
without help, to trace back the many truths of 
tre Gospel to their typical exemplars—the 
atonement pzertieularly can scarcely be com- 
prehended without « reference to the old 
over and other sacrifices. It will not be an an- 
swer therefore, to say that the Jews only had 
to seek the law from their priests; for Chris- 
tians have need of similar hclp —The true rea- 
son for this injunction was, that a book like the 
Bible required expositions—even when its lan- 
guage was vernacular. Much more does it re- 
quire them when it is transleted. ; : 

It is not easy to select instances, in which 
something more than our translation is pr 
of a kind safficiently popular for this Review 
Two however occur to us.—We rexd that our 
Saviour was “three days and three nights” in 
the tomb. Was this actually the case? asks 
an uninformed reader: no, we must answer, 
he was there only two nights, one day, and 
perts of two others. Here, he exclaims, is a 
contrs¢iction in the Bible—and one cireum- 
stantially affecting the proof of that vital article 
of belief, the resurrection of Christ. Shall we, 
in return, bid him smother his anderstancing, 
and be bhnd toa discrepancy staring him in the 
face—explain nothing, and yet bid him believe 
with the credulity of a simpleton? No; we 
may present him with the evidences of (hris- 
tianity, and show him that they are so strong, 
so overwhelming, that this petty difficulty must 
vanish before them: but in gi him the evi- 
dences of Christianity, we give him something 
besides the Bible ;—which contradicts Bible 
Society orators. We need not however trouble 
him with so much argument ; it is sufficient to 
tell him, that the Greek words for the above 
phrase are equivalent to “ three night-days.” 
and that a “ night-daxy” meant in Greek a day, 
and that the word was used so injlefinitely as to 
be applied to part of a day, with or without the 
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night belonging to it; it was the Greek mede~ 
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of speaking. Then the whole is clear. But it 
js not clear in the translated Bible. —To state 
our second instance; In Exod. xxii 28. it is 
commanded, “ thou shalt not revile the gods.” 
How is this? exclaims an unlearned Christian, 
or a shrewd pagan; the “gods” are not to be 
reviled—neither Baal, nor Jupiter, nor Jug- 
gernaut, nor—! What a triumph for a pagan 
disputant! what a trial of faith to an uninform- 
ed believer—particularly when he reads else- 
where the very reviling apparently fortidden in 
this passage, “they have eyes and see not, ears 
and hear not,” they are “ vanity and abomina- 
tion,” “ an idol is nothing in the world!”” Now, 
the marginal reading would quickly put all right ; 
it is ** judges” instead of “ gods;” this brief 
“note” gives an interpretation which solves 
the whole difficulty—“ thou shalt not speak 
disrespectfully of magistrates.” But marginal 
readings and notes are additions to our trans- 
lated Bible, Aelps for the better understanding 
of it. Bible Societies however refuse to afford 
any such helps; they only distribute Bibles 
which are absolutely and totally ** without note 
or comment,” and their orators say that they 
are in this state exclusively sufficient for their 
own interpretation!—We might add, were 
there room, many other passages having the 
same beariog in this argument 
Some perhaps will here ask-—why not trans- 
late all such passages into plain English at once 
—and say “ three days,” and “ judges” instead 
of “gods?” The reason is this; that the let- 
ter (or very words) of the original tongues 
should be achered to as closely as possible, as 
far as English words will express it. If the 
letter of the sacred text be deviated from, the 
translation degenerates more or less into « pa- 
raphrase, an interpretation, a commentary ; it 
7s not the exact revelation given by God. And 
in this we may perceive one great cause of the 
unavoidable imperfection of all translations. if 
they keep close to the lecter of the original, 
they will contain some expressions not clear to 
those who understand anly the modern lan- 
guage: if, on the other hand, they turn old 
idioms and phrases into modern ones, they do 
not make an absolutely pure version; sand, in 
the case of the word of God, the version should 
be as strictly pure, word for word, as the Eng- 
lish language can make it.—-This done how- 
ever, it is evident that some explanations should 
be added which the translators had no right to 
embody in the text. Hence the propriety, not 
to say the necessity, of marginal readings; they 
are the most concise corrective of the obscuri- 
ties inevitable in a literal version.—-—What a sa- 
crifice then, of the interests of divine truth, to 
the project of making different denominations 
** walk together though they be not agreed,” 
is the avowed principle of Bible Societies——to 
ive * no note or comment” whatever with the 
ibles they circulate! Can any of the consi- 
derate among their members deny, that, were 
it not for maintaining a partial truce among dif- 
fering sects, a truce which, after all, exists only 
during Bible Society meetings, and which pro- 
duces not the slightest approximation of those 
sects in doctrines and essentials—can they de- 
ny, that, but for this one and feeble motive, 
they would gladly give at least marginal notes 
with their Bibles ? 
4 A few wordson the subject of the Fathers. 
—Holy Scripture, if it be all studied duly and 
thoroughly in the languages in which it was 
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written by the directioa of the Spirit, is suffi- 
cient for its own interpretation—that is, as far 
as human learning and abilities ean develope the 
meaning of its language.” Though the word 
of God is a perfect revelation, the human mind 
is imperfect, and may sometimes fail in ex- 
pounding parts of that word. Thisis matter 
of fact; tor hence arises the disagreement among 
Christians, who »!l refer to Sertpture.—In sueh 
difficulties, it cannot but be useful to inquire, 
as far as we can, how the sacred writers inter- 
preted their own language. The Fathers lived 
in or near the age of the apostles; their testi- 
mony therefore must often be of value in our 
disputes— pvrtieularly their testimony ss to 
maiters of fact, viz. the actual regulations and 
usages of the primitive church. It is true, 
the Fathers had their weak notions as well as 
we, and began too eurly to superadd certain 
opinions and ceremonies to Christianity. For 
these additions to the gospel we receive not. 
their authority ; our own is just as good, But 
for matters believed by some later Christians 
to be contuined in Scripture, yet disavowed 
by others because they think they are not in 
Scripture, the testimony of the Fathers in the 
several cases is invaluable-—Thus, in regard to 
the ceremony of administering the eucharist to 
infants; there being no hint of such a practice 
in caey wt we allow no weight to any testi- 
mony founded on ancient usage. But, in the 
case of infant baptism ; as the baptism of house- 
holus is mentioned in Seripture, and as there 
are other revealed arguments to the same ef- 
fect, it is perfectly fair to appeal to the fact of 
the primitive rule to baptize infants in support 
of our interpretation of such seriptures.—So 
with regard to E.piscopacy : we Episcopalians 
have in the New Testament « strong and ex- 
tensive argument in our favour; our friends the - 
Presbyterians dispute our exposition of the pas- 
sages on which we + now, is it vot fair for 
us to appexl to the Fathers for proof of the faet 
that the apostolic and primitive church was 
Episcopal? and does not that fact sufficiently 
show that the apostles interpreted these parts 
of Scripture as we do ?—The same method of 
arguing will apply tothe change from the Jew- 
ish to the Christian Sabbath—And we may 
add, that Calvinism, properly so called, must 
fall by « similar test. The Calvinists and Anti- 
Calvinists both refer to Scripture. But we find 
no trace in the Fathers of the doctrines of abso- 
lute individual election, &c. till the time of St. 
Augustin, who died A. D. 450. Is it nothing 
against Calvinism that Christiaus were so long 
in discovering its peculiar doctrines in Scrip- 
ture? could the apostles have interpreted the 
Scriptures said to relate to those peculiar doc- 
trines as Calvin did ? 

It is then the historical testimony of the Fa- 
thers, or what is equivalent to it, that we chiefly 
desire. They were the proper historians of the 
early church. Yet when any point of Christian 
history can be obtained from good heathen 
writers, we use it just as we do the testimony of 
the Fathers: when Pliny asserts that the early 
Christians worshipped Christ as a“ is good 
evidence that thev interpreted the Scriptures 
relating to that doctrine as do the orthodox of 
the present day. And those Christians were 





* We do not say by Lag reason has a taht & 
measure every revea truth its own wers; t 
that men must define.the signi cation of revealed lm 
guage ia order to interpret it. d 
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so very early that we cannot doubt that their 
interpretation was the apostolic interpretation. 
—The heathen however troubled themselves 
30 little with the church, except to perseeute 
it, that the Fathers are our almost only source 
of this kind of information. 

We adduce not the Fathers as, in themselves, 
authority for any point of faith or of ecclesias- 
tical regulation. We adduce them not to prove 
any thing to be right which has not greater or 
less scriptural warrant. But we adduce them 
to show how the early Christians, often the 
Christians of the apostolic age, interpreted 
those parts of Scripture which modern Chris- 
tians dispute about. Our object in referring to 
them is not to plead their opinions for adding 
any thing to holy writ, but to have their aid in 
settling our disputes, by their testimony as to 
the primitive understanding of the particular 
portions of holy writ which are contested. Ul- 
timately our only authority is the Bible. 

The opponents of Bishop Ravenseroft have 
resorted to the usual trick of depreciating the 
character of the Fathers, and indeed of the en- 
tire primitive church, by bringing into promi- 
nent view some of their mistakes and oddities. 
But who has ever denied that they were but 
human, and had their faults and their follies? 
Yet with all these, they were highly respect- 
able men, of most eminent piety, and in the 
main of excellent understanding. How would 
certain modern denominations fare under the 
same uncandid usage’? Suppose that, at some 
future day, the Christian public should be told 
that in the 18th and 19th centuries there were 
whole bodies of the brethren who held—that 
some dying infants would certainly be damned, 
and indeed that “ hell was paved with infants 
of a span long”——that children of eight or ten 
years old might be admitted to the commu- 
nion—that many such children were the sub- 
jects of all the terrors of the most wicked con- 
science——that the earliest piety must usually 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death 
before the true light could be seen—that whole 
neighbourhoods of worldly and even profligate 
people could feel themselves translated to the 
ranks of the elect by attending enthusiastic 
me¢tings for a month cr two--that a convert’s 

lowing descriptions of his darkness and his 
light, and of all his other inward experiences, 
must be believed to the very letter, if the 
hearer of them would avoid being accounted 
an infidel ;—suppose some future age were to 
be told such things of many Christians of the 
present age; why, they would pronounce them 
a deluded set of fanatics, whose other opinions 
were not worth knowing, and whose judgment 
was as valueless as that of an idiot. But we, 
who are acquainted with such brethren, know 
to the contrary: we know, that, with all their 
mistakes and oddities, with all their faults and 
follies, they are generally pious and worthy 
Christians, many of them learned, and all of 
them too well-principled to write false histories 
of the church in any matters of fact coming 
under their own cognizance.—Surely the cha- 
racter of the Fathers is worthy of similar 
justice. 

5. The great argument against the funda- 
mental and vital principle of Bible Societies— 
to send the Bible alone, even among pagans— 
is that the church of God ought to accompany 
the word of God. The discountenance of this 
allimportant rule by such socicties is the radi- 
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cal defect in their constitution often and ably 
—— by Bishop Hobart. 

t is beyond all fair dispute, that the AL 
mighty intended his word for his church, as a 
general rule. The promises coutained in that 
word are all conneeted with the duty of union 
with the church. Its exhortation is not m 
“‘ repent”—but “ repent and be bapii 
every one of you, for the remission of sins,’ 
Its covenant is not “ he that believeth shall be 
saved”—but “he that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved.” We think we could 
name the eminent Presbyterian divine, who, 
before Bible Society trumpeters flourished, 
avowed this doctrine very tully—declaring of 
the church, that “ al/ the promises are made 
to it”—we could also name the Confession of 
Faith, which declares, that ** out of the visible 
church there is no ordinary possibility of salva- 
tion:” propositions as true in this Bible Society 
age as in any former period. But alss, how is 
this truth obscured now, and kept behind the 
curtain! the prominent religious institutions of 
the day give their countenznce to assertions di- 
rectly contradieting it.—All that Bishop Ho- 
bart, and Bishop Ravenscroft, &c. need ask is 
to have people stand honestly by their ereed. 

We do not say, that pegan and other infidel 
nations may not make the best use they can of 
such revealed truth as may come to their know- 
ledge: but we say, that there is no reason to 

. believe that God will make them Christian na- 
tions till he sends them instructors and pastors, 
to expound the Bible, and apply its doctrines 
in that particular manner which renders them 
most edifying, and also to bring them into the 
flock of the great Shepherd. We do not say 
that the learned and the inquiring of the hea- 
then may not, by reading the Bible alone at- 
tentively, be brought to admire its pure natu- 
ral theology, and thus something be done to- 
wards undermining idolatry—just as the hea- 
thenism of the Roman empire was gradual 
undermined by the philosophers having learned 
indirectly such theology from the Jews: but 
we say that all this does not amount to their 
becoming Christians, bat only to their ceasing 
to reverence paganism—as in the late instance 
of a brahmin, a very finished scholar, who has 
studied the Bible, and culled from it its natural 
theology, and yet has written a book against 
the ‘distinctive Christian faith: we also say, 
that when the time for the conversion of any 
nation thus prepared shall arrive, its actual con- 
version will not be effeeted without the instru- 
mentality of the church; and that therefore, 
instead of weakening the influenee of the church 
(as co-requisite with Scripture), it should rather- - 
be strengthened so as to be ready for its great 
work in that all-important period—but alas, 
Bible or champions fight against it. We 
do not say that occasional individual instances 
of conversion, from sin to holiness, and from 
paganism to Christian belief, may not oceur 
from Bibles sent alone among the heathen— 
God forbid,—we are willing to hope that Chris- 
tianity as well as Judaism may have its prose- 
lytes of the gate (though that can only be al- 
lowed, when, like that elass adhering to the 
Jews, they have literally no opportunity and 
no reasonable possibility of a full union with 
the church; which, however, can seldom le 
the case now that the church is no longer k- 
eal; nor have we any right directly and inten- 
tionally to proselyte any to this state of half- 
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Christiatfity, for the command is, “ teach all 
nations, baptizing them:”) but we say, that 
these cases of couversion by the Bible alone 
are but exceptions, rare exceptions, and can- 
not affect the general rule, that the church 
should go hand in hand with the Bible. Above 
all, we say, that all the benefits just enumerated 
put together—the undefined improvement of 
pagan countries by their obtaining revesled 
truth unexplained and unenforced—the en- 
lightening of their philosophers to the degree 
of making them infidels in heathenism without 
making them believers in Christianity—the 
converting of a few individuals,—all put toge- 
ther do not compensste for the mischief of en- 
couraging Christians in Christian lands to un- 
dervalue the chureh of God: for should such 
ideas gain the ascendant in Christendom, the 
majority, instead of being covenant Christians, 
will be mere proselytes of the gate, and, in an- 
other age or two, not even that. ‘The “church 
of the living God is the pillar and ground of 
the truth;” and every sane mind, we think, 
would deem it self-evident, that, in proportion 
as “the pillar and ground” is undervalued 
an? weakened, in such proportion must * the 
truth” itself be undervalued end weakened in 
the end. 

The Jewish Scriptures never went abroad 
to any great extent, till that nation, overflow- 
ing its territories, took them with them into 
other lands—the sacred books thus spreading 
a; members of the church spread: such was 
the course of Providence. Again; the Gospel 
was spread by preachers, who not only de- 
cared the main propositions of Christianity, 
and confirmed them by miracles, but added 
such expositions and persuasions as were pro- 
per in each circle of hearers, and at ounce ad- 
mitted the converts among them into the 
ehurch: such was the course pursued by the 
express authority of our Saviour. Moreover ; 
the Epistles are, one and ail, written to churches 
or converts; not a single one is directly ad- 
dressed to the unconverted world; preachers 
had gone before, and had, in many places, 
brought numbers to the teith, and then the in- 
spired epistles were sent to them. Now—may 
we not ask—why was not an inspired epistle 
prepared for ail those who sat in the darkness 
of idolatry and superstition, containing those 
peculiar truths which Bible Societies would 
rely on for converting pagans without other 
help? why could not copies of such an epistle 
have been multiplied for the purpose, by writ- 
ing, or even by miracle? for, as miracles were 
granted in that age in behalf of preachers ex- 
tending the church, as they could tread on ser- 
pents and scorpions, &e. surely supernatural 
aid might have been equally employed in mul- 
tiplying copies of the sacred writings,—yet we 
read not of one miracle either perfurmed or 
promised for such a purpose. If Bible Society 
principles are correct, and Bible Society ex- 
pectations valid, why could not at least one 
epistle have been sent to the world at Iarge— 
and that, before preachers were numerous 
enough for every nation—and to places where 
there was no definite expectation that preach- 
ers and the church would arrive for ages? the 
apostles, having the gift of tongues, there could 
be no difficulty in muking the requived transla- 
tions; besides, there were probably in that day 
as many of the heathen who could read, as 
there are ut present. Do these facts—that all 
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Sevipture was addressed to the church, and 
none to the infidel world—and that no part of 
it was spread (to any extent affecting this argu- 
ment) without being accompanied by the insti- 
tutions of the church—do these facts eounte- 
nanee, or do they discountenance the Bible So- 
ciety rule, of sending the Scriptures alone? do 
these facts countenance, or discountenance, the 
plausible maxim to which Bible Societies listen 
without saying nay, that the Bible a/one is a 
sufficient means of conversion for the heathen, 
and a sufficient means of salvation for Chris- 
tians? 

It is an acknowledged principle, that spiri- 
tual things must be spiritually diseerned ; that 
is, religious truth, at least some religious truths, 
cannot be perfectly apprehended by any but a 
religious mind. ‘To obtain this religious mind 
the mean: of grace must be used; they must 
all be used diligently, or we have no right to 
expect this blessing. Now, are not many of the 
means of grace found within the church alone? 
public worship, preaching, the sacraments, do 
they not all belong to the church? and do 
they not all contribute the gracious influences 
which form that spiritual mind by which only 
spiritual things can be fully discerned? Why 
then do Bible Society orators encourage people 
to study the Bible without using these means 
of obtaining and maturing a spiritual mind ? 
They bid them rely on one, or at most two, of 
the means of grace, reading the Seripture, and 
private prayer; and allow them to omit public 
prayer, all public and private religious instruc- 
tion, and the sacraments—uas also to alienate 
themselves from that “one body” which has 
the promise of peculiar measures of the “ one 
Spirit.” How can those who may follow such 
baneful advice, dare to hope for that “ spi-. 
ritual discernment” which alone will enable 
them to read the Seriptures profitably ?—For 
one, Miles would not for worlds take it upon 
his conscience to utter the baneful sentiment 
controverted in this Review, and thus risk the 
salvation of souls. No; nor would he attend 
a Bible Society meeting, and hear that senti- 
ment advocated, without declaring (i. e. if al- 
lowed liberty of speech) as plainly as Bishop 
Ravenscroft has done, and not sweetening the 
declaration with the least flattery, that though 
such orators pleaded the Bible cause in its det. 
ter, they did their best to undermine it in its 
spirit. 

In conclusion; we cannot think that any just 
censure can attach to Bishop Ravenscroft, or 
Bishop Hobart, or any others who value the 
church as a divine institution with which man 
has no right to dispense, for their undaunted 
conduet in regard to Bible Societies—on the 
contrary, they would be unfaithful to their 
duty if they acted otherwise. It is not true, 
that these societies distribute Bibles only—they 
distribute thousands of reports, speeches, &e. 
(and magazines and newspapers innumerable 
reprint them as coming from the Bible Society) 
in which one leading topic is the sufficiency of 
the Bible alone for salvation, which of course 
implies the sufficiency of the Bible without 
the church. ‘This maxim, patronized by long 
catalogues of great names, is thus spread every 
where through the land; and though it is so 
counteracted by various means as not to de- 
stroy the different societies called churches— 
no, that would not suit the main purpose—yet 
it goes just so far as to lull men Into an indif- 
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ference to the church, as a Lody having the 
high spiritual character of being the only ap- 
pointed covenant road to salvation, This is ex- 
uctly the point dissenters wish to gain—only 
make the public indifferent to the claims of the 
_ church, and Episcopalians will have nothing 
but up-hill work to inculeate the opposite prin- 
ciples. This effect Bible Societies are actually 
producing, whether intentionally or not. Some 
of their shrewdest advocates are secretly exult- 
ing that this effect is produced ; and they must 
not denounee Bishop Hobart «nd Bishop Ra- 
venscrott for being as sagacious us themselves. 
MILES. 
Postscript——A Query. 

Suppose the friends of Bible Societies were 
to get up a National Tract Society, of magni- 
tude and wealth corresponding with that of its 
feliow institution—suppose the ‘Tract Society 
furnished inexhaustible supplies of the ** notes 
and comments” rejected by Bible Socicties (not 
indeed to go in their Bibles, nor perhaps with 
them, but certainly to follow them very closely ) 
—in fine, suppose the left hand of certain of 
our brethren thus to play into their right hand; 
would they, in such case, continue to assert that 
their Bibles were sent ‘* without note or com- 
ment ?”—if they did, would there be collusion 
in their declarations, or would there not? 


MILES. 





For the Christian Journal. 
HYMN 


For Missions to the Interior of the United 
States. 
Isaiah xxxv. 2. 
1 On Zion, and on Lebanon, 
On Carmel’s blooming height, 
On Sharon’s fertile plains, once shone 
VYhe GLORY pure and bright: 
2 From thence, its mild and cheering ray 
Stream’d forth from land to land; 
And empires now behold its day, 
And still its beams expand. 


$ Kis brightest splendours, darting West, 
Our happy shores illume ; 
Our farther regions, once unblest, 
Now like a garden bloom: 
4 But ah! our deserts deep and wild 
See not this heav’nly light; 
No sacred beams, no radiance mild, 
Dispel their dreary vight. 
5 THOU! who didst lighten Zion’s hill, 
On Carmel who didst shine ; 
Our deserts let thy Glory fill, 
Thy excellence divine: 
6 Like Lebanon, in tow’ring pride, 
May all our forests smile ; 
And may our borders blossom wide, 
Like Sharon’s fruitful soil ! 





Obituary Notices. 
Communicated. 

Died in this city, on Thursday, Septem- 
ber 8, 1825, of a short illness, Lustnxerra, 
third daughter of the late Capt. Elihu 
Marshall. The character which the de- 
ceased sustained through life, commends 
itself to our notice, as a combination of 
such qualities as adorn and exalt the Chris- 
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tian, and capacitate their possessor for 
eminent usefulness. With a manner uni- 
formly unassuming, she associated a con- 
stant desire to do her duty in that state 
of life unto which it had pleased God to 
call her. From her earliest infancy nur- 
tured in the principles of our holy reli- 
gion, and firmly attached to the doctrines 
of the church, the advancement of its in- 
terests constituted the object of her warm- 
est desire, and by the aids of his Holy Spi- 
rit to win the favour of her Redeemer, the 
object of her unremitting effort. It was 
her chief joy to go up to the house of 
God, not only on the Lord’s day, but also 
on prayer days. For eight successive years 
she had devoted a portion of each return- 
ing Sunday to the laudable and benevolent 
employment of instruction in the Sunday 
school; nor could she be induced to reline 
quish her attendance, even after her de- 
clining iicalth would have justified her in 
doing so. But her labour of love did not 
cease here. She was ever foremost in re- 
lieving the distressed as far as her means 
would admit; and one of the last actions 
of her life, previous to her final illness, 
was that of endeavouring to procure relief 
for a destitute stranger. In the different 
relations of life in which she stood, she 
endeavoured faithfully to discharge the 
duties assigned her. She was one of the 
most affectionate of daughters. Grief for 
the loss of a beloved mother, whose death 
was noticed in the Journal for August, 
appeared to be the means of laying the 
foundation for that indisposition, under 
which she laboured for some time pre- 
vious to the violent attack that termi- 
nated her mortal career: but, though the 
call was sudden, yet the tenor of her life 
was such as to warrant the belief that she 
has gone where all tears shall be wi 
from her eyes, and where there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow, nor cry- 
ing, nor any more pain. 

Let those who survive to lament her loss, 
be careful not to sorrow as those without hope. 

Carefully seereted in the back part of her 
Prayer Book were found the following lines; 


End of the Christian’s Journey. 

“* The hour of my departure’s come, 

I hear the voice that calls me home; 
At last, O Lord ! let trouble cease, 
And let thy servant die in peace. 

“ The race appointed I have run, 
The combat’s o’er, the prize is won ; 
And now my witness is on high, 
And now my record’s in the sky. 

** Not in mine innocence I trust, 

1 bow before thee in the dust ; 
And through my Saviour’s blood alone, 
1 look for mercy at thy throne.” 


Departed this life, on the 11th Novem- 
ber, 1825, in the 40th year of his age, the 
Rey. Cuanres B, Sxowves, formerly rector 
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of the united congregations of Pineville 
and the Upper St. John’s. His mind was 
active and vigorous; his knowledge use- 
ful and accurate; his faith in the Gospel 
well grounded and immoveable. He was 
remarkable for a fondness for retirement, 
perhaps too much indulged, for the strict- 
est integrity of purpose, for boldness in 
pursuing the course which he believed to 
be right, and for fortitude in sustaining 
the calamities of life. His sympathy with 
the distressed was sincere and practical. 
He was an affectionate relative, and a true, 
constant, and generous friend.—-Gospel 
Messenger. 


Ee 


Ordinations. 

A special ordination was held in Middle- 
bury, Vermont, on Sunday, the 23d of Oc- 
tober, 1825, by the Right Rev. A. V. Gris- 
wold, D.D. bishop of the eastern diocese, 
when Messrs. Moore Bingham and Louis 
M ‘Donald were admitted to the holy order 
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On the 24th Sunday after Trinity, No- 
vember 13, 1825, the Right Rev. Bishop 
Hobart held an ordination inChrist church, 
in this city, when Mr. Norman S. Adams, 
and Mr. Alva Bennett, were admitted to 
the holy order of deacons; and the Rev. 
Manton Eastburn, deacon, officiating in 
Christ church, to that of priests. The 
morning prayer was read by the Rev. Tho- 
mas Lyell, D. D. rector of Christ church, 
and the sermon preached by the Rev. Sae 
muel H Turner, D. D. professor of biblical 
learning, andthe interpretation of Scrip- 
ture, in the General Theological Seminary 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States. 

On the 25th Sunday after Trinity, No- 
vember 20, 1825, the Right Rev. Bishop 
Bowen held an ordination in St. Paul’s 
church, Charleston, South-Carolina, when 
the Rev. Francis H. Rutledge, and the 
Rev. Charles P. Elliott, deacons, were 
admitted to the holy order of priests. 


of deacons. 

At an ordination held in St. Andrew’s 
church, Philadelphia, on Sunday, October 1. 
30, 1825, Mr. Greensbury W- Ridgley was 
admitted by the Right Rev. Bishop White 6. 
to the holy order of deacons. Morning 
prayer was read by the Rev.James Milnor, 8 
D. D. rector of St. George’s church, New- 
York, and the candidate was presented by 
the Rev. G. T. Bedell, rector of St. An- 
drew’s. ‘The sermon by the bishop. 


Calendar for January, 1826. 


The Circumcision of our Lord Jesus 
Christ 

The Epiphany, or the Manifestation 
of Christ to the Gentiles. 
. First Sunday after the Epiphany. 

15. Second Sunday after the Epiphany. 

22. Septuagesima Sunday. 

25. The Conversion of St. Paul. 

29. Sexagesima Sunday. 


To Patrons and Correspondents. 


Ix closing the ninth annual volume of our labours, we embrace the occasion to ren- 
der to our patrons and correspondents the homage of our grateful thanks—especially to 
those who have often and materially aided our literary labours, and to those who have 
been prompt in the payment of their annual dues. The continuance of their patron- 
age and aid is respectfully solicited ; and when the facts in relation to the support 

iven to the Journal are stated, it is hoped none who regard the interests of the 
church will be found to desert it, and that many new patrons will step forward to its 
aid.—At no time since the commencenent of this publication have its receipts been 
adequate to its disbursements. Hence a considerable debt has been incurred, whieh 
there are no other means of defraying but by an increase to the subscription list, and 
by promptness in the discharge of subscription dues.—For some time the Journal re- 
ceived considerable patronage from members of the church in other dioceses ; in several 
of which there have sprung up, and now exist, publications of a similar nature, which, 
from locality, take the preference, and the support of the Journal is consequently much 
diminished. Our main reliance now rests on our own diocese: and we earnestly and 
respectfully call upon the clergy, and upon those of the laity who feel interested in 
the welfare of the church—and the continuance of the Journal is esteemed to be highly 
conducive to that welfare—to aid us with their own subscriptions, and to use their 
influence in procuring the subscription of others. The price—only two dollars a year 
—is within the ability of most persons. Two or three additional subscribers pro- 
cured by each clergyman in the diocese would render the list respectable, and would 
give life and energy to the work, and place it on a permanent footing. 

Our subscribers who are in arrear, are earnestly solicited to discharge their dues 
without delay. Many little sums when collected form a considerable amount; and a 
very Considerable amount is necessary to the discharge of the debt incurred by this 


publication.—We hope these remarks will interest churchmen in the welfare of the 
Journal, whose claims are now respectfully laid before them. 
END OF THE NINTH VOLUME. "ie 
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